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The Rise of the “Hobby-World” in Current Japanese Culture

Masato WATANABE
O In current Japanese culture, the rise of one particular subculture has been especially conspicuous
in recent years. The “hobby-world” (called otaku in Japanese) has been a powerful social force
which has transformed Akihabara, the electronics discount district fo Tokyo. It has been the birth of
a new community: “community through hobby/interest.” The influence of this subculture is reflected

in the novels of Haruki Murakami.
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