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Christianity and Social Welfare in a Northern European Country:
Case Study of Finland

Narumi IKARASHI

Abstract

In this article, I examine the influence of Christianity on the formation of the expansive wel-
fare state in Finland and its historical context in relation to the histories of Christian social wel-
fare and of Finnish Christianity. Since the formation of Finland as a semi-state with the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church (ELC) as the state church, mutual cooperation, as well as collaboration,
between the public administration and the church has been the norm. However, because the so-
cial welfare system was not comprehensive to begin with, deaconesses expanded the sphere of
their labor to compensate for the shortfall. In addition, the social welfare activities of volunteers
from the free church, played a significant role. From a comprehensive perspective, the work of
the church was indispensable to the development of the current expansive welfare system in

Finland, and they continue to play a vital role today.

Key words: Finland, Social Welfare, Christianity, Church, Women



