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A Historical Study of Wartime Nursery:
The Case of Kobokan Settlement House

Kaoru TAZAWA

Abstract

Kobokan Settlement House was established in 1919 to deliver childcare services. In 1944,
during the final stages of World War I, it was converted into a wartime nursery. This study
examined how childcare was conducted at the Kobokan Settlement Wartime Nursery using a di-
ary preserved at the Kobokan Settlement House Library. The wartime nursery system rejected
early childhood education and childcare. Meanwhile, the Kobokan Settlement Wartime Nursery
did not deliver new childcare and did not conduct substantive childcare activities because of the
fear surrounding air raids. In 1945, after the Great Tokyo Air Raid, it was moved to Nagano
Prefecture, and the usual childcare activities were confirmed to have been carried out in an en-

vironment where people did not have to worry about air raids even during wartime.

Key words: Kobokan Settlement House, Wartime Nursery, The Early Childhood Education and
Childcare, Kindergarten Teacher, Shizue Yoshimi



