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Ideological Headwaters of Loan System Scholarship: Discussion of
the Establishment of the Japan Scholarship Foundation

Takeo SHIBATA

Abstract

The discussion of the national scholarship system established in wartime Japan was centered
on the question of whether to make funds available to students as either a system of benefits or
a system of loans. The idea that the nation should recruit future government employees
through scholarships as a matter of course was rejected. A scholarship system funded by public
finances was seen as almost impossible, but a loan system would enable the national treasury to
bear the burden of sufficiently supporting a great number of students. In order to be able to fi-
nance the large number of loans required by students, financing a child’s education was felt to
be the responsibility of the parents. Furthermore, the belief that management of education
should not be handled by the government, but should be left up to individual families, formed

the ideological background of this discussion.

Key word: loan scholarship, benefit plans scholarship, old Japan Scholarship Foundation, familism,
war orphans



