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Reform and Coordination of the Japanese Welfare Structure

Nobutada USHIZU

Reform is urgently needed in the social welfare system in Japan in order to solve the serious
welfare problems caused by recent social changes. The new welfare system and related legisla-
tion will come into effect in April of 2000. In the interim, it is necessary to develop welfare
criteria to coordinate the new welfare system and actual welfare methods.

For that purpose, we explore Amartya Sen’s “capabilities approach” in welfare economics.
This approach is “concerned with evaluating a person’s advantage in terms of actual abilities to
achieve various valuable functions as a part of living.”

The criteria will be useful in the decision-making process for the new welfare policy as it

affects the methods of social work.
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