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Tillich and Luther: A Comparison of their Concepts of Mysticism

Jun KIKUCHI

[0 Paul Tillich occasionally identified himself as a Lutheran. However, such identification usually in-
volved two concepts: Lutheranism as it developed historically after Luther, and Lutheranism in Ti-
llich’s special sense. For him, “true” Lutheranism is of the latter variety, which he believed included
important elements that were rooted in Luther himself, and it is this form of Lutheranism that Tillich
was convinced he belonged to.[] The most important element in what Tillich identified as “true” Lu-
theranism is, in the author’s opinion, mysticism, as it is mysticism that serves as the basis or ground of
faith.[J Tillich at times regarded himself as a thinker belonging to the line of mysticism that includes
Luther.

[0 This being the case, mysticism is both an important and an interesting theme in researching the re-
lationship between Tillich and Luther and the “true” Lutheranism to which Tillich insisted he be-
longed.[J This study will, therefore, attempt to identify and clarify common elements in Luther’s and
Tillich’s concepts of mysticism, as well as points of divergence.lJ At the same time, the differences in
their concepts of faith will be explored, particularly in regard to their “paradoxical” quality.

[0 A case in point is the doctrine of justification by faith that Tillich “inherited” as the most important
one for Luther.l] This study will make it clear, however, that Tillich’s understanding of Luther’s doc-
trine of justification by faith is, in fact, newly interpreted, resulting in what Tillich insists is a “true”

Lutheran becoming in actuality a “Tillichian” Lutheran.
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