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A Study on Vacant Property Banks : Cases of Three
Municipalities in West Japan

Nobuhisa TAIRA

Abstract

Many municipalities suffering from population decrease operate vacant property banks that
offer information on vacant properties to people seeking a living in rural areas. However, only a
few banks receive enquiries from other areas as anticipated. A survey of Matsue City, Un-nan
City, and Kamikawa Town in West Japan revealed that these banks face issues such as 1) lack
of registration of vacant properties, 2) expectation mismatch between owners and users of va-
cant properties, 3) dilemma between reliability and risk avoidance for governments with respect
to the extent of government intervention, 4) quality guarantees of vacant properties, and 5) ne-

cessity of a close linkage between the banks’ activities and overall migration policies.

Key words: Vacant Property Bank, Population Decrease, Migration



