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Human Being as Potter of the Words of God:

Ontological Reinterpretation of Hatano's Theory of Symbolism

Keisuke SATO

In the 20 th century, Symbolism was widely discussed in philosophy, theology, and studies of
religion. Recently, however, Symbolism seems to have become less in vogue. Therefore, Hatano's
theory of symbolism is an important advance. Hatano regards a symbol as referring to and
manifesting “the other”. However, this is not where the originality of his theory lies. It is Hatano's
emphasis on the ontological dimension of symbols. Which is important. For Hatano, not only do
some objects function as symbols, but the subject itself turns into a symbol which refers to the
other. This symbolization in the subject occurs at the ontological level. What the self symbolizes

is not only the contents of its experiences, but also its subjectivity, and being itself.
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