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Spinoza and the Rule of Law

Mioko KAWAZOE

Spinoza’s political thoughts, including especially his democracy theory, have often been re-
garded as one of the origins of “constituent power”, which opposes constitutionalism. Neverthe-
less, as far as his monarchy and aristocracy theories are concerned, he advocates a fairly conven-
tional constitutional view, as evident in his demand for Syndicus. When we turn our eyes to his
democracy theory, however, there are few traces that indicate Spinoza’s concern with the rule of
law. Should we think that there is no place for the rule of law in his democracy theory? This
thesis suggests that, in spite of the absence of an organization like Parlement or Syndicus, if we
recognize the importance of the balance between reason and passion, we may find that the rule of
law is still valid in Spinoza’s democracy; in Spinoza’s view, the certainty of law depends on the

harmony between reason and passion in society.
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