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Remarks on the Light and Shadow in Modern Japanese Society at the End of
the Twentieth Century

Kumiko MARUYAMA

As we approach the end of the twentieth century, many serious social problems have arisen on
a scale that affects our world. There is vague anxiety everywhere in modern life, especially
among the youth. Presented here are results obtained from an analysis of social anxiety. Prob-
lems considered include the increasing population of aged persons, the drop in the birth rate,
the weakening of the welfare state, the spread of AIDS, the evil effects of drug abuse, troubles
arising from ethnocentrism, the rise of neo-Nazism, increasing domestic violence among the
young, child abuse, rape, and other violent acts.

The study highlights aspects that have a bearing on social life in the twenty-first century and

discussed them from the viewpoint of clinical social psychology.
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