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Remarks on Social Crisis Problems
—— A Comparative Study of Social Unrest among German and Japanese Youth——

Kumiko MARUYAMA

People all over the world are constantly aware of the social problems and increasing crime
rates (drugs, violence, terrorism, etc.) now tantamount to a global crisis. The most important
aspects of these problems have to do with politico-economic unrest and new religions that mani-
fest a loss of values and even terroristic violence. Nevertheless, despite the discontinuities and
unevenness, the contradictions and confusions, we are now witnessing one of the most important
changes in the history of humankind. In this context, today’s youth seem to idealize a return to
nature and even to be willing to sacrifice health and happiness today for the sake of their dream
of encounter with tomorrow. Ominous signs darken the horizon, however, and preclude facile
optimism.

This paper presents a comparison of attitudes toward social unrest among German and
Japanese university students. The method employed is that of the questionnaire. Under the
heading of social unrest, the main problems are the politico-economic crisis and violence-in-
clined new religions. These problems are discussed from social psychological and ethnological

points of view.
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10| 1051 | 928 | 859 | 1094 | 974 | 944 | 750 | 897 | 802
11} 858 [ 1094 | 633 | 970 | 814 | 893 | 985 | 949 | 837 | 1004
121 724 | 994 | 436 | 707 | 986 | 766 | 926 | 726 | 518 | 931 | 846
13 897 778 | 1027 | 910 | 1009 | 1059 627» 832 | 980 | 895 | 1005 | 865
14| 841 | 839 | 757 | 913 | 844 | 792 | 660 | 816 778‘ 833 | 908 | 743 | 658
15) 881 | 854 | 1038 | 958 | 1052 | 1024 | 871 | 951 | 1038.| 800 | 1047 | 886 | 772 | 853
16| 878 | 847 | 650 | 923 | 913 | 802 | 817 | 846 | 598 | 873 | 800 | 541 | 836 | 648 | 824
17) 888 | 978 | 627 | 900 | 824 | 802 | 963 | 911 | 780 | 1067 | 347 | 747 | 1072 | 888 | 1028 | 754
18| 835 | 884 | 741 | 892 | 1055 | 884 | 778 | 750 | 731 | 942 | 882 | 753 | 736 | 639 | 800 | 650 | 896
19 888‘ 863 791, 871 | 969 | 771 | 873 | 846 | 708 | 811 | 1051 | 632 | 834 867 | 889 | 756 | 983 | 725
20| 824 | 873 | 808 | 1013 | 1058 | 910 | 722 | 669 | 814 | 691 | 1035 | 842 | 822 | 740 | 767 | 899 | 1052 | 673 | 774
21| 1008 956 1006 | 1087 | 1025 | 1027 | 819 | 911 (1035 | 793 | 980 | 927 | 610 | 804 | 699 | 907 [ 1053 | 861 | 842 | 806
22| 1083 | 766 | 994 | 847 | 969 | 1004 | 692 | 926 | 917 | 858 | 956 | 879 | 831 | 850 | 830 | 841 | 902 | 1099 | 881 | 944 | 909
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