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* “The closely related issues of slavery and state sovereignty were so volatile that they were not directly

addressed in the Constitution. At the time of the Constitutional Convention in 1787, the economies of the
southern states depended upon slave labor for their agricultural exports. Most delegates professed
Enlightenment ideals and believed that the continued progress of man would eventually result in the end of

slavery. But this was to be a gradual process. Any direct reference to slavery in the new document might
cause a fatal rupture in the negotiations between regions and prevent a federal union.”
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