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University Students’ Knowledge and Awareness of AIDS

Akira SUZUKI

The purpose of this paper is to gain insight into the awareness and understanding of AIDS
among current university and junior college students, and to consider what the content of AIDS
education should be in the future. Recently, many people have learned about AIDS through spe-
cial education. However, not all students have a correct understanding of AIDS. There have
been many questions and concerns within the field of AIDS education. AIDS education at the
lower levels, particularly high school and below, is not very effective.

Procedures for protection against AIDS including “safe sex” need to be promoted in the uni-
versities and junior colleges as soon as possible. Prejudice against AIDS patients continues;
therefore, students need to learn about AIDS in a neutral school setting where they can receive
accurate information. Moreover, recently drugs are beginning to be used by young people. The
number of university students using drugs is small, but the problem does exist. Information a-
bout the damage that these substances do to one’s body and the connection between drug use

and AIDS needs to be communicated to students.
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