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According to our interpretation, “grace” is related to “nature” partly as fulfillment and partly as negation. If the
contradiction between “nature” and “grace” is not recognized, and the continued power of “nature” in the realm

of “grace” is not conceded, new sins are brought into history by the pretension that sin has been progressively

eliminated.
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... After 9/11, with our futile, misdirected, ongoing wars of vengeance, which lay nary a glove on Al Qaeda, the
mobilization has mainly been against ourselves. The Niebuhrian argument about action leading to guilt versus
inaction leading to greater guilt seems strangely outmoded because terrorists are unfazed by such distinctions.
Our fear remains unchanneled, therefore, unchecked. So also our rage. Pearl Harbor was a mark of the good

old days. (The Boston Globe, December 7, 2009)
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Out of the blue I asked, “Have you ever read Reinhold Niebuhr?” Obama’s tone changed. “I love him. He’s one of my
favorite philosophers.” So I asked, What do you take away from him? “I take away,” Obama answered in a rush of words, “the
compelling idea that there’s serious evil in the world, and hardship and pain. And we should be humble and modest in our belief
we can eliminate those things. But we shouldn’t use that as an excuse for cynicism and inaction. I take away ... the sense we
have to make these efforts knowing they are hard, and not swinging from naive idealism to bitter realism.”

Mac McCorkle, On Recent Political Uses of Reinhold Niebuhr: Toward a New Appreciation of his Legacy, in Richard Harries
and Stephen Platten (eds.), Reinhold Niebuhr and Contemporary Politics: God and Power, Oxford University Press, 2012, pp.18—
41.

David Chappel, A Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion and the Death of Jim Crow, University of North Carolina Press, 2005.

Peter Beinart, The Good Fight: Why Liberals—and Only Liberals— Can Win the War on Terror and Make America Great Again,
HarperCollins Publishers, 2006.

Robin W. Lovin, Reinhold Niebuhr in Historical Perspective, in Richard Harries and Stephen Platten (eds.), Reinhold Niebuhr
and Contemporary Politics: God and Power, Oxford University Press, 2012, pp.6—17.

Reinhold Niebuhr, The Nature and Destiny of Man, 11, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1943, pp.244—286.

42



