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Adam Smith and the Church of Scotland

Junichi UMETSU

In contrast to the French Enlightenment, the Scottish Enlightenment was neither anticlerical
nor anti-religious. Intellectuals such as William Robertson, a historian, Hugh Blair, professor of
rhetoric and belles lettres, Adam Ferguson, professor of natural and later moral philosophy,
John Home, playwright, Alexander Carlyle, author of numerous pamphlets were all ministers in
the Church of Scotland and belonged to the Moderate party.

Adam Smith shared the culture of intellectuals of this party. They had a love of learning,
faith in reason and science, a preference for social order and stability and a commitment to reli-
gious tolerance and freedom of expression. Smith was one of the founding members of the
Select Society and one of contributors of Edinburgh Review with William Robertson and others.

In Wealth of Nations Smith had mentioned on the Church of Scotland. He praised ministers as
‘a learned, decent, independent and respectable sets of men’ and that they maintained ‘the uni-
formity of faith, the spirit of order, regularity, and austere morals in the great body of the peo-

ple’.
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