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Some Assumptions regarding The Poem of Prisoner

—— The Development of Tokoku’s Poetic Diction ——

Akira KUROKI

This paper deals with some previously considered problems of The Poem of Prisoner (1889. 4),
by analyzing the letters of Tokoku and the novel Dreams in the Prison (1887. 4).
Three problems are clarified:
1) The emotional distress following Tokoku’s withdrawal from the Jiyiminken Undo (the
political movement to achieve freedom and civil rights).
2) The emotional distress related to his love affair with Mina Ishizaka.
3) The influence of Dreams in the Prison in his study of political novels.

This paper elucidates the formation of Tokoku’s poetic diction.

Key words; The Poem of Prisoner, Letters of Tokoku, Dreams in the Prison, Jiyiminken
Undo, Love Affair with Mina Ishizaka, Formation of Tokoku’s Poetic Diction
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