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Fukuzawa Yukichi on Civilization and AChristianity

Jur’ichi UMETSU

Fukuzawa Yukichi was one of the distinguished writers in the Japanese Enlightenment. He
took a decisive position for the civilizing of Japanese society. He advised young students to re-
linquish the traditional arts and to learn western arts and sciences. He was not satisfied to intro-
duce the products of civilization. He found it essential for the Japanese people to acquire the
spirit of civilization.

What did he think of Christianity, then? He took Christianity as the religion of civilized
societies. He did not think it adequate for the Japanese, for it did not seem to be useful for them
to establish an independent country. The teachings of Christianity were regarded as too univer-
sal to build a strong nation. In addition, Fukuzawa thought that religion would change accord-
ing to the stages of civilization. This meant the Christianity was the effect of civilization, not

the cause of it.
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