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A ART

Development of an Expression within a Phase into a Common Grammatical Usage

Nahoko SUYAMA

Today, young people use the bound-form ‘-zjanaidesuka’ in two kinds of new usage of the
mood category. In several recent years, one of them has come into use as a common grammati-
cal expression which even people in their forties use, while the other seems, as it has been, to
be confined to the phase of the youth. This paper points out the differences between them and
analizes the primary factor that has caused them to follow different ways of linguistic trané-
formation.

Of these two usages the former functions to bring up a topic concerning an information which
is already known to the person spoken to. This feature, a known information, is common to
three preceeding usages which have been used in all generations. In contrast, the latter brings
up a topic concerning an unknown information (in most cases, an information about the speaker
himself). A significant difference lies between these two.

At first, the latter began to be used only in a colloquial, non-polite form ‘-zjan’ among the
youth who live in Kanto and Tokai district (F. Inoue 1998). The form which ends with ‘-zjan’
functions laxly because it is dependent on the context or ‘bamen’ (given stuation) in Japanese.
In carefree conversation, we are apt to accept unfamiliar and unreasonable expressions. The
form ‘-zjan’ was originally appended to a known topic, but was occasionally, and then gradually
more often, used to end aﬁ unknown topic. However, the new usage which has developed in the
mood category of the polite form ‘-zjanaidesuka’ should require a more reasonable condition of

the mood so as to be stable as a new expression.

Key words; Phase; Form at the End of a Sentence, Mood, Information, Known: Unknown
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