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A Letter of Mina KITAMURA Addressed to Nariakira SAKURAI

Tsukasa KAWASAKI

In the fall of 1998 I received a letter written by Mina KITAMURA (1865-1942) addressed to
Narihiro SAKURAI (1865-1945) from the Sakurai family. It was dated November 7, the 27th
year of Meiji (1894).

Mina was the better half of Tékoku KITAMURA (1868-1894), a famous literary man in the
Meiji era.

The “Pessimistic Poet” (Tékoku) and the “Samurai Christian” (Nariakira) had cultivated a
strong friendship and had become bosom friends in 1889.

Tokoku became disgusted with existence and committed suicide on May 16, 1894. Half a year

later Mina confided in Nariakira. The letter is full of Tékoku’s agony and Mina’s grief.
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