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Toward the Development of an Evaluation System for Contemporary Welfare

Nobutada USHIZU

First we study the recent welfare situation in Japan and the world. This study clarifies the
necessity for community welfare in contemporary social and economic situations. In addition, it
clarifies the need to empower each citizen as a member or partner in realizing mutual commun-
ity life.

On the basis of such considerations, we try to develop the fundamental methods and system to
evaluate the new welfare situations. At this stage, we return to the former study of “the capabili-
ties approach,” (Seigakuin Journal No. 12) and expand the previous research, adding more de-
tails concerning basic capabilities. In this paper we use the ideas: “functionings” and “sets of
capabilities.” This approach shows us the crucial elements required to develop freedom and

equity for capabilities.
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