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Paul Tillich and Existentialism

Jun KIKUCHI

Paul Tillich is sometimes called an existential theologian. This is easily understood when we
see that there are numerous existential discussions that have a very important role in Tillich’s
theology. But this does not mean that he is an existential theologian. The reason is that the
term “existential” is very ambiguous and Tillich himself says, “I am not an existential theolo-
gian.” Therefore the relationship between Tillich’s theology and existentialism is an interest-
ing and important theme. In this paper, I would like to consider Tillich’s ideas of existential-
ism and clarify the relationship between his theology and existentialism.

We can distinguish three ideas of existentialism in Tillich’s theology: (1) existentialism in
the narrow sense as the main thought of modern times, which is rooted in Kierkegaard’s thought;
(2) existentialism in the broad sense as one of the universal currents of thought in European
philosophy; (3) and existentialism as the style of expression in modern times which is seen in
many cultural fields outside of philosophy, for example literature and art. The first idea is the
most important one because the other ideas are dependent on it. However, we will treat first
the idea of existentialism as the modern style of expression, secondly the idea of existentialism
in the broad sense, and finally the idea in the narrow sense. Then we will clarify the relation-

ship of existentialism to Tillich’s theology and its significance in his thought.
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