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Early Childhood Education in Pedagogie Freinet
—The Establishment of the Individual through “Travail’——

Michiko UMETSU

The major interest of this paper is to clarify the process of establishing individuality in early child-
hood education, investigating the theory and practice of Pedagogie Freinet in France. The teacher,
the assistant, and 23 children in the youngest class (2-5 years old) of Ecole Freinet de Vence in the
southern area of France were observed directly, described, recorded on video tape and photo-
graphed. Their parents were also surveyed by means of a questionnaire.

Based on these materials, this paper examines how these children established their independence
through choosing plan de travail, and how teachers supported decision-making and activities of chil-
dren.

The Ecole Freinet education program is carried out under ideal conditions with abundant natural
beauty and small classes. Many things are experienced which contribute to the establishment of inde-
viduarlity. For example, children are encouraged to try to accomplish what they are interested in,
and they are acknowledged socially in their community.

Many interesting lessons can be applied to the trends in early childhood education in Japan. Ecole
Freinet prepares meaningful experiences selected independently not as members of the goup but as

an individual.
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