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Poetic Diction and Dramatic Diction
——An Aspect of Tékoku’s Intention in His Literary Expression——
Hitoshi SHIMIZU

In Kitamura Tékoku’s formation of literary expression, his search for dramatic diction is a matter of
great importance, not only with respect to his drama “Héraikyoku” but also in determining his inten-
tion in his later literary expression.

In the early stages of modern Japanese literature, this is a problem we should also grasp in a time
framework as a competitive and influential relationship between “dramatic diction” and “poétic dic-

tion” in a process of searching for literary expression.
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And again:‘Tt is not because of his toils that I lament for the poor:we must all toil, or steal
(howsoever we name our stealing) , which is worse;no faithful workman finds his task a pastime.

The poor is hungry and athirst;but for him also there is food and drink:he is heavy-laden and
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weary;but for him also the Heavens send Sleep, and of the deepest;in his smoky cribs; a clear
dewy heaven of Rest envelops him, and fitful glitterings of cloud-skirted Dreams. But what I do
mourn over is, that the lamp of his soul should go out;that no ray of heavenly, or even of earthly
‘ knowledge, should visit him;but only, in the haggard darkness, like two spectres, Fear and Indig-
nation bear him company. '
Alas, while the Body stands so broad and brawny, must the Soul lie blinded, dwarfed, stupefied,

almost annihilated!” (EHRFRE)
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The Eighteenth was a Sceptical Century;in which little word there is a whole Pandora’s Box of
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miseries. Scepticism means not intellectual Doubt alone, but moral Doubt;all sorts of infidelity,
insincerity, spiritual paralysis. Perhaps, in few centuries that one could specify since the world
began, was a life of Heroism more difficult for a man. That was not an age of Faith, —— an age
of Heroes! The very possibility of Heroism had been, as it were, formall abnegated in the minds of
all. Heroism was gone forever;Triviality, Formulism and Commonplace were come forever. The
‘age of miracles’ had been, or perhaps had not been;but it was not any longer. An effete
world;wherein Wonder, Greatness, Godhood could not now dwell; ——in one word, a godless world!

How mean, dwarfish are their ways of thinking, in this time, —— compared not with the Chris-
tian Shakspeares -and Miltons, but with the old Pagan Skalds, with any species of believing men!
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