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The Family in Crisis in The Mennyms

Yuko MATSUMOTO

Sylvia Waugh won the Guardian Children’s Fiction Award for her first novel, The Mennyms, in her
late fifties. She has created a whole family of life-size rag dolls, not with a needle and thread, but
through the brilliant power with words.

This doll family, the Mennyms, miraculously come to life and secretly live in a suburban house, pre-
tending to be human beings. With this unique situation, in which the family members never grow
older and are always in danger of being found out, Sylvia Waugh succeeds in emphasizing the pain
and sufferings of teenagers. Two aspects of adolescence are ingeniously reflected in two totally differ-
ent characters, the melancholy Soobie and the defiant Appleby. Soobie, who is made of blue rags and,
unlike the other family members, is not given to pretence, represents young people who, having an
identity crisis and unable to adapt themselves to society, shut themselves up at home; while Appleby,
who is active and reckless though permanently caught in a trap of time and space, embodies the ter-
rible predicament of teenagers who, driven by invisible pressures, tend to rush headlong into trouble.

The Mennyms are continuously pretending in order to survive. Their behaviour is funny and ri-
diculous but, at the same time, it mirrors the reader’s own anxiety about life because this doll family is
essentially representative of human beings. They do not know their own raison d’étre and yet they
certainly exist. Their struggle to survive evokes our sympathy as “people” who, living in a hopeless
and chaotic world, are on the point of losing the meaning of existence.

The Mennyms is extremely fantastic but full of reality and, therefore, encapsulates the truth of the

modern family.
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Mennyms (1993) TH—74 7 Y REXFELZZEL TV 5b. ZOK, K% I Mennyms in the
Wilderness (1994) , Mennyms under Siege (1995) , Mennyms Alone (1996) , Mennyms Alive
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EWVIHBOTLZ— 7 REREL B VOV, Waugh 3 d 2 —20HREZEY ¥ T-DTH
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“She never knew why she made them. It was just a rather unusual hobby pursued obsessively by a
lonely old lady” (p.10) "X %% X 512, Waugh b F 772 0B ) BANL L 512 A = A—ROW
BEEE IR0, TR EAN D EFRT - HRAME, HEATE, FRICEST
mHBANEEEVHLDOTHS,
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eRILN, REBEEELZRBELR SNERBOFELZDOTH L. TOEFIIEICREOBKRERED
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Or7 4 THREEX AL DEFERZHL (A TVA—ROWEE] I, HXRIBRICBIZR
Bo—onHBERE B/RL TWb, Little House in the Wood (1932) 1218 % % Laura Ingalls Wilder
(1867-1957) DFIZL 2 —EDIERIE, TLEFIITH BEIRADAR Y ) —XTH B,
K, BLWE, BAZTFEDHD, EVWIZBITAEY, BALEVERYS, HROBBIZL L,
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DREEPDE) ZEDVETETHEHC LS TVEORHARTH 5, LA o T, REOH /AN
NWEVIRLT =& Tidd, BRICEESZAZA—ROBEHFL, HEREKROA V7
WA—RIIRONBESLIIRVIIERLR > T B5DTH b,

#E—% The Menmyms \CBWTIL, WEOBHICEWIAAL T - P 7H5H0—BOFHKNS
—RICNI TN EDLSTREL 25010, TNE—R, b2 ) T VAROBRA L V) BER -
TV L) TVT, EREoZLHOBREZFEDOLDTH A L PWEOTRIZ L > THL NI
b0 —ROMTEIDZETFREEPTH LOREROMBAZ HET2FKIE, EDIBIOLEVE
BB &g LRI RETA—VIAVY— Ty TVE—DOREEZE 1 LB HHT 5
DTHb, ZOILIFRBMIZ, AZARIZES> TOBBIIIM» LR TRE LW LT L
5, HEOHBIIHNETEDTHEIERIERL TS, ZRIZIEL, BOTESHILREDORH
M FEHVIITEH0R0TH S,

FEBEASRARY, A=2—FKGTFiRIL, ZHRABOHERLEARETHS, Thiddbbs
Ay HERIIESNZE VI BENRBEINTWEOER, FEWALZLOLEWELIZ, FheE
NORBEMASOMME L FFRENZMR, BRICEDTL2RREZ HIZOT TV, 20720,
RLUTHRBNOFEECE > Tdvni v, ZREFNLOERIS LT, FELo [FEA] DO, %
BIETOR [BF] OREZHEODATNTVAEZRROREKE, HLLBREZBETER SN
EAE—0%B0E LT, EBEs BORAIPOETROBANCESET, UNTELAEET
Wb, 7205, BREVDIE, ThFAOBRICE T, FEWNSLVEFIGETIMHFEL V) B
BOFOBRIKRECRZ-TVREV) HTH D,

KEDESINEORRETHETH Y, Ehhdlhh, #EHFELRSFTICVLNLS EED
Tl bNRv, 2285, HEZERIIZOELZFIIANIELTY, ZRTADERERLHESN
BOITIERL TRV, AZA—FRIEIDHLERT, fiTTELARTHL I LOREL LTRED
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EELEER L T b, (It has its benefits too. We never grow any older. p.46) —FRIZE X 572912
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LDEDPT A3y T ThHb. REBVOFEEERTA X2y YX, [ToZ] 20T ERELT
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day without feeling guilty.” (p.83) &FE-oTw5b, 2F ), RIKHT—AE Y, RIGE, %4
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HTWERHICE S SNEIT L EDEBIZOVWTHRIEZZIELNLDTH 5,
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WAZL] DA—E— M bR, EEICIXFLACABERSTELWIIEBIIES R
AN bDOHRT, +RBOA-E—ETE, &) Licbddk, &8, FOWATTETED, »wi5H
EELTHALEIATABOEY 2552 LidTELR YV, 2070, RLTHIIHZ Z LiE%],
FED [Zo ] bbb od, mELBRICHIBL42BIT, ZOFYIRIZEI, 5T
IEZAHED [BI&2d 0] OFEZDTEITH S, [BEVWAZL] THBH2D, LREIZHOHR
WKHEIETELRWVWA—Y =%, BIEEZONIBIIVWAZLERERL SN, 2522, BH-D
DEINREOALE S ZROFELCHEBL TV S, AR KROBHL XAIZOWT, Wb
ZZTHEZRMBVDRED, A—E—lloTiE, EXHIEDVZDFFTAEELIEIIEY, £
NIZHEE BN 2 BRI D2V TW D, RECEDIENZT v 7V E—DREROHW L TITH
R DB E V) AZARILE > TORY ORISR - TRH, TEHICHZ O, M4/, —
RO LD o/ A— Y —Th b, HOHZIITTuLATHESh, TOEED
CNTHEETELFEORTH, RUIRABTONLHEETHIPIRAZA- Y=L, O, »k
DVEENTEIHLD 00, BIZHTHLENTHDTHICH S, TFLTEOHIPHEREIT SN
IHRELE, BHiddzodh, A—U—id, KOBETHENCEA LA ko RAL,
BENRTILICEDT52DTHS,

ZZTEDPVVEHFVAZL - A—U—iF, KOLDIZEREEVEI LT/HNIH2E, B4 H
B2 LBRL, DI TREHED, BPERELZRTLHILIIRb, TOEKT, A—Y—dFa@
THHEVITAFRAEFEANRIILI-b— T —EEITLLTES, [£#25A—FV—| 250D
DTAFYT 474 —OMBEICHA, FEHAEETCRECHELTEY, BFOBOFIZALZIb-T
LEIFTA4 =A% —2RBELTWEBETIE, [EXLwTy TVE—] 3, EERTEN
PN, Told BB LNN—VF T4 —DEELETHY LIS, F4—-—VIA I —DD
) —OOHEE RBIABL TV b,

7y 7VE—EHEOHEEAENC bbb ST, BCEZBILERERL, M) RTITHT
o RLTHEZILT, ABWZICHHPBHIRENS L) EIRT, BEEERICESR, 0d
FR2IANF—REFOPILTRELETND, KBICHROAETH 2 L\ ) BIRARE R R
MBI EDORY), ROBFOLVHLLEEEDLIIHDITHMERSL LTLEIRLIRETAR
BDOTHb, BOTbDOMGERZ LoWDBBLTVEBEREVWA-Y—L KB LT, HHECTHERW
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Vo ZARENIZLEDbNA, T v 7V E—Id “Teenagers these days can get away with anything. It
is our world.” (p.77) L AEL, EEED, BEENIELIEH D, TN T, LTERTEL
VEIHODRTWE I IZEDLY R RO TH 5,

—H, AZA—ROPFTRITHWTHHRFELEDNSL LT v 7VE -5, EBE, ¥
NTORBEHFHELIERL, T2 TRCZ—HFRZITVELOLICIRAZITILNE, ENOLD
Kitix, BOOBLIIOVWTIRCERBIEORETHI LT, HHHIEROFIIRUAA
TLE)I)BBRIFEFCLUROBATEDHDDLEN, HERPE) LEBPLWTAICENIITS
Na0iE, BIZRZZVWEENSMELLTHENIZVEWSI BT L) RERD-DTHE L
BEHIBEOND, Ty TVE—IZEoT, ERMLAVEW) FENPREOMOHEL D b HA
LEREROI LI, BEHOIEY — FTHEIMIRENRTV S,

Appleby was proud of her birthday. Every fourth of July she reached the age of fifteen yet again.

It was never clear at what stage of the year she reverted to being fourteen. Certainly at Christmas
she was always fourteen. At other times she would be fifteen if being a little older gave her more
prestige. Occasionally, in an argument, she might claim to be nearly sixteen. But the birthday al-

ways had to be her fifteenth. (p.113)

REOHFT, 7y 7VE—DIZEATER - TL LI HFVER VY, KABIE, bHIEEHEZN
V&I BETEE V., ABRBr AOS =NV AERLT—RICED I LiEh v, RTFO#AH IS
VARALFRONTLE ) A—E—3EE, TALEIRIEZTILRATERET TS LES
TWah, DI, 7Ty IVE—=FH, BE, B, TEROELEAZARSLDE, £5T, o
THESTHT-NE2ENEFET LV, KECEAKR)OBOFICHALADSNTVEIDLHIC
— —EIBE, RAZ—FETWZE TR, PRV TAERTLYIRY, ZLT, WOOH
O THRICR->TLE S HENS—FT 4 FEARBNLL ) DRVEEEZHERAT 52008 L
VBN TEBEAIZFIERDLL, Ty TVE—ZRFLERZORBOBEREZAAVEBIZE S
TVEOMPME LA Lo BEDRZVWEFIZ, BOEALVIRVWPERIBELTWLI LIS
AR5, RELTHIZED, EALAIIH T, BEAERIIPITIZETH, BAEBICIAS LW
IMENYXTTELARICLE TR T—DORFET, LIRKAGRVLZDST Yy FVE—T
HY, T2, B=% Mennyms under Siege T, EBRICRAD (] 2HBET 5 L1250 Ty
TWVE—Thb. BOERTVIITNA—A—LLTOT vy 7VE—IX, WENICH SN, B
DEBIZHDEINTHBIIH20b 5T, KAZEBELEZW, BICRAZWT Ly ¥y — |28
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BEEX LD
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EBETHEOZVERYELOEAPLRIFH LT, TWN=}F - Ry FLWIHIRZEO AW %
TobbIFTLEo/7y INVE—IL, BANEN, FRICIT2BD, RRELEEZPTERELD
WL CHEOSELZ I Lk, £21CiF, RLTRA L2V, 2%y, KELZVWERMZ
FROLPRENTV S,

It was the old Appleby, no mistaking it! After all she had done, anyone else would have been sub-
dued at least, ashamed, apologetic, pleasant. Not Appleby Mennym. She was as defiant and un-

pleasant and as independent as ever.  (p.204)

REXFOHT, HODBBI Lo TRIZHATBIZEDRELREE LR, MOELL AR
WEARLEVI DI, HEEIRT, BLOFEELERDXEA), 725, ZORIIhDOES, FFLE
WIEE DB L IHAOTREZIMD B REZ Y T VICHWFE > T EDIEETH S, MEIIHER
ST, BREIMIEDL>T0RVWOERNL, ZRIIERRZAELLT, [JnFlitksZ
HETERV, BEREVE - Y129 FOLWICLY, Ty 7VvE—3RLEEMEShE 2
LRl REOTR AL ZENTELOEDY, FUDBKRTT vy ITVE—2H -0, LA,
- EVE—L2DBWHITRVWHETH S, 7y TVE-DEITH Y 2250, EEZIZETRE
DY EVHIBRRNEOTEINLZENE—-LE, A—E—RT v TNV =g -7 Es 72l
HOFLETHY), AFTIMZEH, ) O/FIIH T HHFLEAEZZETCENERETELVT
ANEOWPED, AREOT4 -0 T4 V% -, LT, Ty VE—LRALUMAZHAETHI LY TE
b, CORLHIRL, Ty TVE—OIMIZEEN, WOTHLK - EVE—-LDRITIE, o
KHBARVWHROSELZRELOICT LI LN TELZNTH S,

M+Eol, BRESEOEOFT, B, W, RE ErEsds0iiivwivav ok
BT, #ICDRIPNBEIELERLBoTV RNV E -4, BOREIPTONALIRY FE2EEX
Hho WFHIZLTDH, MWIIPTFLNLREBIIMoTWwAEDIE, RRVTF4 -2l Iy —DS
ELTIbEVWI T LIRS,

B3t o B0 2 KAUTAE0RHHLETH S X — ¥ —iF, “In my own way I am no more mature
than Appleby. I haven't reached contentment with my lot. And I never will.” (p.152) EoTW
Bo WEDIZ, AZARDAIN—%RDBE, HCTTELZARTHLLVIESbOEGEHZL
TWBDPRAIZL, LT, ERPTELRVDOET 4~V I Vv —DFEH72bE, Zo&Y
ZHENTDEDONRbI D, flidDEIEEHSTRALBLIZERRT, HUOFESELDIZ, FioH
bENTEGORVENLZVENBRICIFEE L LD TH S, Sylvia Waugh 1E, ABZ-L ) 0%
EWMOLRVAB—REVIBOTL= =7 RREXZHVSH LT, BEMFEOMY TR R0
GIEIRBICOWVTO—DO0RME WREICHE BT I LCHEILTWEDOTH b,
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Lois Rostow Kuznets & % @ 3 & When Toy’s Come True: Narratives of Animation, Metamor-
phosis, and Development (1994) DT, LHFIZBEGTHE S BIZANBOREREHK DAL
57, AEPEBMEDIRMT AL E2H/MLA LT, 25 LPRIROhANO>OEF—T7 %L
FOEIRLTVZ, "

1. Toys, when they are shown as inanimate objects developing into live beings, embody human anxi-
ety about what it means to be “real” -- an independent subject or self rather than an object or other
submitting to the gaze of more powerfully real and potentially rejecting live beings.

2. Toy characters embody the secrets of the night: they inhabit a secret, sexual, sensual world, one
that exists in closed toy shops, under Christmas trees, and behind the doors of dollhouses -- and
those of our parents’ bedrooms. This is an uncanny (in Freudian terms) world of adult mysteries
and domestic intrigue. It can be a marginal, liminal, potentially carnival world.

3. When manipulated by human beings -- adults or children -- toys embody all the temptations and re-
sponsibilities of power. As characters with whom humans identify, they also suggest the relatively
powerless relationship of human beings to known or unseen forces: their dreadful vulnerability.

4. And when toys come alive as beings created by humans (usually male), they replicate “divine” crea-
tion and imply vital possibilities for human creativity while arousing concomitant anxiety about hu-

man competition with the divine. These creations also threaten human hegemony.

Kuznets DFHIIFEIRBHTH D, LB LANNVT, NET 7 ¥ % J— The Mennyms DT —
REEDLNESTVBDOEY, TITRIFICIFOEF—7 LB LALELRMD, The Mennyms
DOHTEIEEND [ToZ#EDL] DERIZODVTERITHIZV,

ANHOI]RY 232, b, [AY] DR ZTEARLBKEST, [RY] ThHb L, Rzl
TEIWVIZERDELIN? AR, RVETHLEWIZ LI, FZEOHZERL LS, H
GOREEHNDODTHENPDIT L BEILTHD, 1205, HWHILIZ, A=LA—RIZAHD
HOBPZWEZOHIZBL TS, HIERERIT T2, ZREFESIC, BHHEORDOH
HThoT, 2OMERSED I, <7 ) XPIT “We pretend to live and we live to pretend.” (p.139)
LEDLLDDBIIETHD, [ToZ#L] OBEEELTOARD, HOLFEWIZ [To Y] %
BDETHEMRTEL S, 205, ZARKEOOEELIEIRELRIE, Erhbhdrh, HA,
PO Z L TEETCHDIRLDODRLENENThH, ALA—RKOEIZ, L2 ABEOMICEED

— 170 —



The Mennyms |2 R 5 G IRIR O R O R IE

FoNEIML S w67,

FUAR—FROWEL L TEWEISTERIZ Rumer Godden @ The Doll’s House (1947) 8% %,
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PEEIEN, BAEWIBROEME, H)CLOBLEIRAINTHE I BbhE, £
DZEiFER, WEHICEBEINT, FNTHLEBHSNBBVERHFTRL, MO-DICAEZ
B0, TOEREBNERES TAZR)BRADOENRZ KB L TW2070 b Lk,
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