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Community, Freedom, and Person

Ryuichiro TANIGUCHI

Modern Political Philosophy is struggling with making an adjustment between individual rights and
public justice, between the view that a good life depends on individual life plans and their pursuit and
the view that a public common framework is required in order to realize such life plans.

One of the recent approaches of modern Political Philosophy, of which the main strands are liberal-
ism and communitarianism, aims to resolve this struggle by recapturing freedom and equality as
founded on the concept of person. The refined theory still suffers from a sort of reductionism. Both
strands understand person as the human subject exclusively in terms of the relation to the modes of
human existence other than the religious mode, which their theory ignores. But the religious mode is
in fact crucial for understanding what it means to be a person in the political community.

I argue that liberalism, which tends to exclude active religious involvement from the public space,

and communitarianism, which acknowledges it, but does not present a vision for its promotion,

should understand person in relation to the religious mode that is the focal point of human life.
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