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A Comparative Typology of Social Welfare (A supplement to Partl)
—The Framework of R. Pinker's Fundamental Theory of Social Welfare——

Nobutada USHIZU

In this short article, we will examine R. Pinker's recent thinking regarding social welfare. He pub-
lished Socz’dl Theory & Social Policy, in which he worked out a model of social welfare as a system of
exchange relationship between providers and recipients. Recently, he has said:“If I were to undertake
a revision of the theory of social welfare policy, I would reformulate the theory along pluralist lines.”
He also emphasizes the importance of such a pluralist welfare model in the new preface to his main
book, The Idea of Welfare. Furthermore, Pinker says that welfare pluralism optimizes opportunities
for interdependence and reduces the risks of total dependency.

In addition to welfare pluralism, his welfare model is composed of concepts such as egoism and al-
truism, universalism and selectivism, individualism and collectivism, etc.

By examining these concepts, we will understand his welfare framework and the “Idea of Welfare.”
According to him, his welfare theory can be generalized as “a pluralist middle way of social welfare.”
It is possible to find a way between the ideological extremes of free market individualism and collec-
tivism in ways that seem to offer an effective compromise between the imperatives of wealth creation

and social protection.
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