Title I FEam ROk
Author(s) K%, #HE
Citation BB R R, 15(1): 27-35
URL http://serve.seigakuin—univ.ac.jp/reps/modules/xoonips/detail. php?item_i
d=193
Rights

B irEHmFEIESATL - SERVE

SEigakuin Repository for academic archiVE




}

= R w AV DY 5

K ® # H

The Mystery of Columbo

Rie UJIIE

Columbo appears to be of the typical mystery genre. In the Columbo series, murders occur, a de-
tective investigates the cases, and the perpetrators are finaly arrested. One twist, however, is that
the criminals, the motives for their crimes, and their techniques of deception are actually quite clear
from the beginning of the stories. On this point, Columbo may be categorized as an unusual type of
mystery.

The charm of Columbo is in the process of how Lieutenant Columbo, the son of Italian immigrants,
corners the criminals, who are usually upper class authority figures in American society. The actual
mystery of the Columbo series is how he corners the criminals and solves the murder cases in the
process. When everything is finally settled, the audience finds that it has gone through a catharitc

experience.
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