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An Essay on Toshio Moriuchi’s Sarashiz

Hiroyuki NISHITANI

Sarashii was fist published in May 1997 by Kodansha. There are two heroic figures in the book,
Tomotoshi Numazaki and Tsutomu Koriyama. Numazaki operates a tobacco shop in addition to
selling soft drinks and a variety of teas from a vending machine. Koriyama is the president of a small
company dealing in rare children’s books that has four employees: his wife, Kiyomi; his daughter, kiyo;
Shinsuke Torigoe; and Jim Odorisukoru. Koriyama and all four of his employees are Christians, and
the illustrated books the company sells are for children between the ages of three and eight.

Numazaki has been sitting alone in the same tiny stall (1 sq. meter) for 40 years, and Koriyama has
always felt a sense of respect for him for being able to do so. At age 58, Koriyama lost his ability to
create inspired illustrations, so in order to start a second life he simply disappeared. Because
Numazaki the tobacconist never bathed, he always emitted a foul odor. Tragically, in the end he
burned to death when his house caught on fire.

This is the first time that the author, Tohio Moriuchi, who is a Christian himself, has grappled with

the problem of old age.

Key words; Tomotoshi Numazaki, Tsutomu Koriyama, Love, Loneliness, Old Age
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