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TheRelationship between “The Memoirs” and “The Will”.

—The Style and the Structure on Souseki’s novel Kokoro——

Akira KUROKI

This article is the first in a live which is intended to clarify the style and structure of Natsume
Souseki’s novels, Kokoro. This novel was originally published as a series by the Asahi Shinbun
between April 20 and August 11, 1914 under the title, “The Will of the Sensei (Teacher).” The title
of this serial novel suggests that Souseki was attempting to counter Ougai’s novel, “The Will of Okitsu
Yagoemon,” under the controversial circumstances surrounding the death of Emperor Meiji and
General Nogi’s immolation. “The will” was apparently the tool through which Souseki intended to
mediate between the sensei (Teacher) and Okitsu Yagoemon. However, by “the will,"the author had
as his real aim distinguishing between the defeat of the egoistic man who had failed in love and life in

the Meiji Period and modern man in the subsequent period.

Key words; “The will of the sensei (Teacher), Ougai’s novel “The Will of Okitsu Yagoemon,” the
death of Emperor Meiji, General Nogi's immolation, Apparently the Tool Through which
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