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A Description of Meaning, Context and Function

— — How Does Kamoshirenai Generate Its Communicative Functions out of the
“Manifestation of Possibility?” — —

Sachiko KAWAGUCHI

[0 Recent studies of the forms of modality in Japanese, such as kamoshirenai, have focused on the
relationship between basic meanings and those that are derived.O Utilizing kamoshirenaz as an ex-
ample, this author asserts that the communicative function of a word in the specific context in which
it is spoken should be more carefully examined in either semantic or pragmatic studies.[] Caution
should be exercised so that the meaning is neither confused with nor misinterpreted as a derivative of
its basic meaning.[] This contextual interpretation process is most recently described as the “manifes-
tation of possibility.”[J In a critique of Hirata’s study on the pragmatics of kamoshirenaz, she main-
tains that her analysis of the process of generating the communicative functions of kamoshirenai
reveals that notions such as “indirectness” or “euphemism” are irrelevant to the discussion of the

topic.
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