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Present Status of the Precautionary Principle on Risk Management

Nobuo SHIMEGI

[0 The present status of the precautionary principle is briefly summarized in this report.[] The princi-
ple was developed to manage complicated technological hazards which can not be treated by the con-
ventional risk management method and the decision theory, because of substantial uncertainties
about human health and environment consequence as well as the probability of occurrence.[] Accord-
ing to the principle, protective action is required rather than delay of protection until scientific uncer-
tainty is resolved.l] However, misused, most activities of life can be prevented by the principle.l]

Therefore, it is necessary that the principle is improved by additional theory like the risk tradeoff

analysis.
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