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The Basic Thought of Sebastian Franck

Toshimasa YASUKATA

I The basic thought of Sebastian Franck (I[TJ{IT[) is generally described as spiritualism.] How-
ever, the definition of spiritualism is not unanimously agreed upon, allowing for a certain degree of
latitude among scholars in this respect.] Accordingly, it is insufficient to characterize Franck’s basic
thought merely as spiritualism.l Such a characterization is no more than a general representation,
which does not necessarily result in the enunciation of its salient traits.] Therefore, we must investi-
gate the distinctive features that clearly distinguish Franck’s spiritualism from others.] In order to
identify such characteristics, it is proposed that the relationship between religious faith and historical
knowledge in Franck’s thought be examined, considering that he was a historian as well as a spiritual-
istic thinker. In carrying out this task, special attention is paid to the “Foreword” (Vorred) of his
Chronica, Zeytbuch vnd geschychtbibel (1111;0nd ed.,[T11]), in which Franck sets forth his histo-
riographical ideas in spiritualistic terms.

1 Generally speaking, however, history is of no particular importance to spiritualism.] For spiritual-
ism is nothing other than the insistence upon a direct inner and present religious experience; it flees,
in the final analysis, from history into the personal realm where one can enjoy a direct inner and pre-
sent encounter with the divine.l All emphasis thus falls upon the present, immediate, and inner relig-
ious movement of individual feeling and thought.] What is of importance is that the divine seed
(Same) or the divine spark (Funke), which lies hidden within every mind and soul, is so kindled and
strengthened by the divine Spirit that the soul may overcome the world and return to God.I Hence,
history or the historical is regarded as a mere means of stimulation, that which arouses that personal
experience which alone is of value, and on which alone the hope of salvation is founded.! Therefore,

the significance of history or the historical for spiritualism is, in general, limited to its debunking func-
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tion, a function that exposes the world’s folly, desolateness, and godlessness.

[ How then can history stand side by side with spiritualism in Franck’s case? Does it hold any essen-
tial meaning or value for his form of spiritualism? His famous Chronicle of World History, or
“Geschichtbibel,” is sometimes regarded as a work expressive of the “historical relativism of mystical
spiritualism.”] In this study, the relationship between mystical spiritualism and historical relativism
as such is brought into question.! In connection with this, attention is given to the generally unob-
served fact that eschatology played an important role in the formulation of Franck’s ideas on spiritu-
alism.] The findings based upon the observations made herein suggest a new hermeneutical

framework from which Franck’s basic thought can better be interpreted than was previously the case.
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