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Yoshino Sakuzo’s Viewpoint of Party Politics

Hiroshi YOSHIDA

[0 Yoshino Sakuzo, a leader in the vanguard of Taisho democracy, argued for “Minponshugi” (the
doctrine of democracy under the sovereignty of Tenno) and advocated the establishment of party
politics.[] However, he maintained that commoners should not participate in party politics and that
political parties should abandon the “constituency strategy.”[] His view of the state as an organic
entity and his belief in elitist politics made it difficult to establish a view of political parties based
upon the presupposition of pluralism.
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