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A Critical Essay on Rinzo Shiina (II)

— — From Unga to Choekinin no Kokuhatsu— —

Hiroyuki NISHITANI

0 Unga is a full-length novel written a few months after Utsukushii Onna.[] After finishing
Utsukushii Onna, Rinzo Shiina wrote Unga for reasons which remain unknown.l Choekinin no
Kokuhatsu is Shiina’s last full-length novel.OJ It is an extremely intense work in which the hero,
Chosaku, runs over and Kills a twelve-year-old girl and spends the next twenty years paying
compensation for the incident, resulting in the complete loss of his freedom.[] He is forced to live as
if he had been sentenced to prison.[] His ordeal is like a living death, and it is uncertain as to whether
he will make it or not.[] In addition to this torment, his love for Fukuko, which had blossomed after
great effort, is suddenly extinguished when she is murdered by her uncle.

[0 Hope and the pursuit of dreams are nowhere to be found in this dark novel.[] Because of this, it
must be said that it is questionable as to whether or not it can be regarded as a commendable work of

Christian literature.

Key words; Prisoner, Fukuko, Chosaku, Chojii, Chotaro, Love
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