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Americanism and Religion

Toshimasa YASUKATA

O In this paper, | examine the relationship between the American national identity and religion.C | be-
gin by analyzing what constitutes “Americanism,” namely, the American Spirit, the American Mind,
the American Creed, and so forth. The analysis of these terms shows the importance as well as am-
bivalence of individualism, which has played a vital role in American culture.Cl Hence | take up, for
critical consideration, Robert N. Bellah and his fellow scholars’ fascinating sociological studies of the
contemporary American culture: Habits of the Heart (1985) and The Good Society (1991).0 In rela-
tionship with this consideration, | also deal with the problem of American civil religion, paying special
attention to the Presidents’ Inaugural Addresses.Od Then | critically refer to the President George W.
Bush’s personal conviction and US foreign policy.0 Finally, | discuss the current ideological divide be-

tween Europe and America.
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