BHADY George Braithwaite (ZJEDOAVTZREH#EE William Jones O NEFIEEE S

Title
DTk
Author(s) R, =
Citation BB K, 16(1): 129-148
L http://serve.seigakuin—univ.ac.jp/reps/modules/xoonips/detail. php?item_i
d=174
Rights

BEREMEHRFEIERATL - SERVE

SEigakuin Repository for academic archiVE




goooobon

000 George Braithwaite O 0 0O 0O 0O 0O O O
William Jones D O OO OO 0O OO

——I[George Braithwaite 0 00D 0000000 B——

goboboogo

Details of How Tokoku Kitamura had been employed by George Braithwaite as
intepreter and the Peace Lecture by William Jones.

—— Retyping and Introducing of the Materials by Geroge Braithwaite 0 ——

Akira KUROKI

O For the formation and the development of Tokoku Kitamura’s literary thought, it is important to ac-
count the exchange between Tokoku Kitamura and the members of Quaker.

O The beginning of July in 2002, | finally found the materials by George Braithwaite who employed
Tokoku Kitamura as his interpreter.

O With several notes | would like to retype and introduce 7 letters which was written by George
Braithwaite.(J These letters make clear that George Braithwaite employed after the interview in the
Saturday afternoon of August 1st, and that William Jones's Peace Lecture was held at the Meiji

Kwaido on Monday “stormy evening” of August 19th in 1889.
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50 Tsukiji Tokyo 5""moth 10" 18890 0 0 O O
O My very dear Mother

O I am much obliged for thine of 3 mo 29'" received a few days since.0J Mrs.Reck is still far from well,
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she fell head first down the stairs at the hospital some months since and has not been well since, just
now she is staying for a week or two at Seiyoken (Foreigner) Hotel in Tsukiji.

O The new American Minister Mr.Swift is expected to arrive tomorrow so that | hope Willis and Carrie
will soon be able to decide about going to England, they are | think pretty steadily looking forward to
it, though the journey makes it quite an undertaking.

O For several reasons they wish to go even though it will probably involve Willis's leaving the Legation
and Willis would | believe like to spend a somewhat longer time possibly in England if any way could
be found by which he could be earning something towards the support of his family and at the same
time be increasing has knowledge of Ophthalmic Surgary and Carrie is | think almost entirely recov-
ered now, she does not now get so tired she says as she did a week or ten days since, the babies
though small progress. Just recently they have changed all their servants which has caused some ex-
tra convenience but the worst is now past | think.O Willis has been very busy with a number of new
patients who had come to Tokyo to attend the Church Missionary Society Annual Conference and
who took the opportunity of having their eyes attended to.0J He has also been busy the last week or
ten days paying farwell visit with Govenor Hubbard and attending banquets, entertainments etc.etc.
given his honour.O The position of interpreter at a legation may be a remunerative one but often it is
one of extreme difficulty for a Christian man.OJ From what we hear the position under the new minis-
ter would probably be even more irksome than under Govenor Hubbard who professes to be a Chris-
tian whereas Mr.Swift from all accounts is certainly not one.

O A letter has been received from J.T.Swift who lived with me for some time, mentioning his safe ar-
rival at Vancouver after a very stormy passage during which the boats had been carried away, a hole
broken in the deck and he had measles.[0 | hope by this time he is safely married.

O W.V.Wright's wife has not got on at all well mainly owing to bad nursing | think since the baby was
born, though it is more than a month since she has not left her bed or even sat up and Dr.Macdonald
who is attending her seems quite doubtful as to the result, Mr.Wright bears up wonderfully having
many things to occupy him.

O The young man whom | got to come and live with me has not proved able to do what | wished, inter-
preting and translating and so has left me today, | hope to be able to get some one really efficient be-
fore long.

O The mosquitoes are beginning to come out and the proportion of ice shops is fast increasing, two
signs that the hot weather will be coming soon, the strawberries are also coming in.[J | had a pineap-
ple the other evening for supper, it cost 8sen,about 3c.

O My man Sumiya who helps in the Bible House is intending to go to Bandai San next week where the
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eruption was last year to distribute some scriptures among the survivors and relatives of the suffers.
I shall very likely go afterwards for a few days to hold some meetings and give some magic lantern
shows.

O | hope the box of things thou has sent for Carrie will come before they leave.O If they go when they
talk of now they would leave in about 6 weeks from now.

0 By the last mail | received a long letter from Uncle Isaac and also one two sheets long from Isaac
Brown both most valuable.

O 1 try to get some time for studying Japanese every day but it is very difficult, however | know so
very little yet it seems almost essential.

O Last week | went to Nikko on my tricycle.(I It is only ninety miles but the roads though no doubt
good for the East are not to be compared to English roads.O It took me two days to go and two days
to come back.O One difficulty is the food.O Japanese tea is not satisfying when one is thirsty and the
water is mostly undrinkable so thou can easily imagine that when | descried the chinese characters
for cow’s milk on a door about 20 miles out of Tokyo | lost no time in making for it and drank nine
pints before leaving and such delicious milk it was too, far superior to that we get here and on en-
quiry. | found that they feed the cows on wheat there wheras here they only have rice.J Then the
continual rice diet becomes sickening after the first day or two, producing as it does considerable dis-
comfort so that the first week on Japanese diet is not a time of much enjoyment, but after a week or
so the system gets used to it and no more discomfort is felt till one changes back to foreign food when
for a few days the defference is felt and soon each time.[J Everyone here goes through the same expe-
rience | believe and it is one of the necessary discomforts of travelling through the country.0J The rice
diet is very good in many ways as rice requires much less oxygen for its assimilation than meat, wheat
and so that when living on foreign food if | run a few yards | lose my breath wheras on a rice diet | can
run for miles without the least difficulty of breathing.

0 O O Now | must stop

0 00 0O O Very,very dear love to all

OO0O0O0COO! remain

0000 O Thy ever affectionate son

00 00 0O O George Braithwaite

JO0O0OCarrie0 DGO OOOODOODOOO Mary Caroline O O O O Willis Norton Whitney O TOMO 0
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50 Tsukiji Tokyo 6%moth 14" 1889000 00O
O My very dear Mother
O 1 am very sorry to have been so long without writing but have been troubled again with my teeth, |
have at last got rid of the one that troubled me and now am all right again.OJ | was very sorry to hear
that thou had been so poorly but hope thou art quite well again long before this.[J Please thank Kittie
for her letter containing such an interesting account of the Bible Society Annual Meeting, it is being
translated for the Scripture Union Monthly.[0 Carrie and Willis are extremely busy preparing to leave
with their children for England next 5th day via Canada.OJ They are all quite well. Dr.Edwards and his
wife and child who went out to China with Dr.Wilson of Kendal go with them all the way to Liverpool
which is very nice.lJ How very sad about the bursting of the reservoir in Johnstown Pennsylvania and
what a great many people killed, 10,000 the telegram said, but we have heard no particulars yet.
There is a rumour that the new American Minister Mr.Swift has been elected to an office in the cabi-
net.O If so he will have to go back almost directly to America and another minister be sent out.O Wil-
lis is very glad he has got permission to leave as otherwise he would have to have waited another six

months probably. W.V.Wright's wife is now improving fast, and gets downstairs.[] Last week | went

— 134 —



000 George Braithwaite 0 000000 OWilliamJones 000000000

into the country with Mr.Wright to help him arrange about a house in the mountains for the summer
as they will not be able to stay in the city.d We were only away one night the railway now makes trav-
elling wonderfully easy to what it was two or three years since.0 | see by the paper that a great many
improvements are to be made in Tokyo, streets 120ft wide, others 90ft, 75ft and 60ft respectively.O
Electric tramways are to be laid down in some parts.0J Shimbashi and Ueno are to be connected by an
elevated railroad like they have in New York and altogether it seems almost as if the whole city was to
be destroyed and rebuilt on the latest and most astounding American model.J The Japanese cer-
tainly take a thing up energetically if they do take it up.

O How delightful it is to think of Richard, Anna and Henrietta being with you and of Willis and Carrie
and their three sons joining you so soon, | am so glad, so very glad they are going now, Carrie has
longed to see you all again so much and to attend Friends’ Meeting and sometimes | think the longing
has been perhaps almost too much for her to hear and | know with Rachel and Kittie and others it has
been the same.[ | think to Rachel the parting with Carrie was specially severe, each word of all her
letters seems to just overflow with longing.O As for me | feel that my work is here in the East, though
whether in the Bible Society or in some other sphere | do not know and am not anxious to enquire.(]
The Plan for amalgamating the work of the three Bible Societies as far as their work in Japan is con-
cerned went home about a month since and what the future will bring forth I can not tell, but am con-
tent to go on each day not knowing simply always trying to do ye nexte thynge and to do it aright.O]
The three years | have spent here have been very busy years but there is very little real work to show
for them.

O Willis and Carrie expect to leave here early on 5" day morning, go to Yokohama and go to straight
on board the steamer. They think that will be better than going on board the previous evening, as she
does not sail till 10 a.m.O | hope to accompany them thus far.O | think you will not find Carrie much
altered, perhaps browner and certainly far less retiring but still not wishing at all to do any public
speaking.OJ We think Uncle George’s and Willie's Peace Paper just splendid, and would be glad if a few
more copies could be sent us each month.

00 Many thanks for the two copies of Stephen Grellet's Life kindly sent by Ellen Barclay, they came a
day or two since and look most interesting.J | intend to read it through first and then may be lend or
give it to someone and may perhaps have it translated.[] Please also thank George and Martha very
much for the two most useful presents received from them.

0 We have been very sorry to hear such poor accounts of Uncle Isaac.OJ Two letters have come here
for W.Jones so | suppose perhaps he will be here before very long.

O It is gradually getting warmer but there has been no really hot weather yet, it does not usually be-
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gin till about the middle of next month and begins to cool off after the beginning of 9t month.0 | do
not know yet what | shall do this summer, | may go away for a few weeks or may go away a little later.
00 Mr.Okada, an earnest Christian, the interpreter for the Naval Department wishes very much to go
to England and spend some time there if he could get any employment so as to support himself while
in England.00 He knows English very well and often kindly interpretes for me at the meeting on
Firstday evenings. He is not a friend.OJ Willis will be able to give you full information about him as he
knows him very well.0 Carrie is very much pleased with all the things sent in the box.O They have
had a little cage of basket work made for Bevan'’s use on the steamer so as to keep him within safe lim-
its. They are arranging that the Scripture Union, Hospital, etc etc, may be carried on pretty much as
usual in their absence which is very nice.lJ Joseph Cosand’s new house is nearly finished, he hopes to
move into it the middle of next month. It is built on the property purchased last year by the Philadel-
phia Friends and the school house is going to be begun to be built on the same property in a few days.
0O O O Now Farewell

00000 Very very dear love to all

000000 remain

0O O O Thy ever affectionate son

0 0 0O O George Braithwaite
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50 Tsukiji Tokyo 8" moth 2 18890 0 0 O O
O My very dear Mother.
O 1 am much obliged for thy last letter and for the copy of the Friend which came duly to hand and
which | found very interesting.
O Thou knows | believe that for some time past | have been trying to get some one who could inter-
pret for me at the meetings on Firstday and also at other meetings and write letters for me about vari-
ous matters relative to Friends’ Work and help me learn Japanese.O | have tried so long in vain that |
tried at last to advertise for some one and did so last 7" day in two of the leading Japanese papers
here and was kept pretty busy on 7t day and 2"? day attending to those who came. Between thirty
and forty applied altogether, of these about twenty five did not know enough English so | soon dis-
missed them. The remaining ones | had come here yesterday afternoon and interpret for me one after
the other, getting three or four Japanese gentlemen to come and act as judges and in this way | was
easily able to pick out the best.J He is a young man who speaks English very fairly, he has read a
good deal of English poetry, Milton’s Paradise Lost and has written several Japanese poems.(J He is
now sitting by me translating the last letter that came from Yoshioka San who is working at Mito.J |
anticipate great advantages from having him and hope that it will add not a little to the usefulness and
effectiveness of my work outside the Bible Work.
O As | write all the windows are wide open, | have on a very thin pair of houses and a shirt which is
unbuttoned in front and the sleeves rolled up but of course | am as usual bathed in preparation and
have to keep a sheet of oiled paper under my arm.O This is not on account of the heat but on account
of the extreme dampness of the air.
O 1 am hoping if possible to go up Fuji next month but do not yet know whether | shall manage it.
O I am keeping quite well and hope to go for a bath in the bay.
O O O Very very dear love to all
0O 00O remain thy ever affectionate son

0000000 George Braithwaite
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O Jo0O000O" Repot of Works in Mito” 0O0D000" Report of Works in Mito

50 Tsukiji Tokyo 10.0.890 0000
O My very dear Mother
O It is so nice to think of Willis, Carrie and their children and Richard, Anna and Henrietta all with
you in the dear old home. | enclose a copy of the translation of last month’s report of the work at Mito
as | think it maybe of interest.[0 It was written by Kitamura, the young man whom | have got to inter-
pret for me and help me in other ways. | made some corrections but it is still not quite right. | think he
will be a very great help to me, he has been a Christian about a year, and seems a nice young man.
0 W.Jones and his wife reached here last 2"day, they are both of them feeling the heat very much
and wish to get away to the mountains as soon as possible, but cannot do so till they have made ar-
rangements about seeing the various members of the Government whom they have come to see.[] To-
day is Monthly Meeting and W.Jones expects to attend and then tomorrow he hopes to attend the
morning meeting in Ginza, and the afternoon meeting in the open air at Joseph Cosand’s and then see
the Minister for Foreign Affairs by appointment at ten o’clock on 2"day morning, find out from him
about the other minister and lecture in the evening on Arbitration at the meeting in Kojimachi.
O | hope to get them to go to Nikko for a few days to see the temples there and interest the mission-

aries in the cause of peace.[] | also hope they will spend a few days at Mito and give some lectures
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there. Then last but by no means least | want W.Jones to give two or three lectures in the Meiji
Kwaido, the large hall here.O They wish to leave for SanFrancisco in about three weeks as they wish
to attend some of the American Yearly Meeting so they have not much time to spare, however | hope
with care they may be able to accomplish all.00 I am rather sorry they have come just as it is such un-
comfortable weather for going about and so many people are away, however inspite of that | hope
they will be able to stir up some interest here and start a Peace Society that may continue to work af-
ter they have gone.

0O O O Very very dear love

0000001 remain Thy ever affectionate son

00000 0D George Braithwaite

PS We have been very sorry to hear of Debort Thomas’s death.
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50 Tsukiji Tokyo.O OO OO
210089000

O My very dear Kittie
O | ought to have written before this for thy birthday but have been prevented.C Nothing of interest
happens now Carrie and her babies are gone, they were nearly sure to furnish matter for at least one
letter.O It has been a wonderfully cool summer | think, the thermoneter not over 95° in the house and
that not for many days, as | write it is only 85°.00 | perspire freely as usual and the spotted and striped
mosquitoes are very annoying but one gets used to them.O Flaes abound but never bite me.O
W.Jones and his wife have been spending a short time here, they leave by the steamer that takes this.
| have tried to persuade them to stay here a year or at any rate a few months but they are resolute.O
Of course in such a short time as they have spent here, only about two or three weeks they could not
do much, they have seen some of the sights and had one or two meetings, but | hope next time they
come they will be willing to stay longer.0 They attended the Monthly Meeting that was held soon af-
ter they came.d | would have liked them to have gone to Nikko and seen the temples and there and
also the missionaries many of whom are spending the summer there.OJ Then they ought to have gone
to Mito and seen the Friends’ Work there but as they could not stay these and many other plans had
to be given up.O Kitamura San, the Japanese whom | recently got to help me seems much interested
in Peace and has got notices about Mr.Jones or reports of his meeting or something or other inserted
almost every day in the Mainichi Shimbun one of the leading newspapers here.O Last 2"9%day we had
a meeting in the Meiji Kwaido.O The body of the hall was well filled and there were a good many in
the gallery.J It was a stormy evening or | expect there would have been more.OJ Dr.MacDonald kindly
took the chair and introduced Mr.Jones who spoke on his Personal Experiences in War Time.Ol
Mr.Ishimoto most kindly came from Hakone specially to interpret.(0 The meeting lasted about two
hours, for particulars of what he said | refer thee to the verbatim report sent to Rachel by this mail.O]
I would have sent it to thee but thought she was the most peaceable.[0 | hope you may be able to read
it,i.e. if you care to.0 Kitamura San is now translating it for insertion in the Christian.
O | have not yet fined about going away.J | ought to go to Bandai San and Mito and one or two other
places but can fix nothing yet.
O I think | mentioned in one of my letters what a terrible earthquake there had been at Kumamoto a
few weeks since. The shocks have recurred at intervals ever since so that the people are becoming
panic stricken and are fleeing to other places.

O At the close of the meeting at the Meiji Kwaido we distributed the Peace Tracts to those who were
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there, they were much appreciated as usual.

O As a result of Mr.Jones’s short visit a Local Peace Association has been formed here, there are only
a few members yet but | hope it will spread and grow.0J Some time this week | hope if possible to get
the members together, fix the rules, appoint a Secretary, get everything into working order and set
the members to work.

O | hope if possible to get the Japan Mail to insert the report of the meeting verbatim but | am afraid
it may be too long.0J They have already twice inserted things about him that | sent.

0O O O Very very dear love

0000l remain

0000 D0 d Thy ever loving brother

0000000 O George Braithwaite

Received yesterday.
Letters, Mother 9" and 20™ ult.0 Rachel 10t ult

Father 20 ult and numerous papers, for all of which many thanks.
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00000000000 000JapanMailD 0000 OO0 OO O*hat! sent the Mr.LL of
W.Jones's Lectureto Mail” OO0 Mail D00 O0O0O0O0O0O00O0O0COOOOOO

50 Tsukiji TokyoO O O OO
9 mo 2.188901 0 I

My very dear Rachel
O Many thanks for thy last letter sent from Liverpool where thou had gone to meet the travellers.O It
was nice to hear that they had really reached Moville.d | have been thinking of you all together for
the last five weeks.[0 It was nice too to hear of George book.OO Dr.Throp and Hannah Casson
again,whom | went to see once with Kittie if | remember right.0J | am sending thee by this post two
copies of the mail with notices in about W.Jones as | think they may be of interest.0J Various notices
have also been inserted in the Japanese papers, and my intepreter translated the Mr.L L of his lecture
in the Meiji Kwaido and sent it to the Christian, half of it was published last week and the rest will
probably be published in this week’s number.
0 Many thanks to thee for the o/p(?) thou sent and for all the trouble thou has taken getting the vari-
ous things | wrote for.
O They all came last week with some books from the Bible House and look very nice, they had all trav-
elled well.
O Thou asks me to let you know what | want, | know of nothing except an emery cushion for taking
the rust off needles.O All my needles are so rusty that | can hardly do anything with them.
00 The Peace Tracts already published proved very useful while W.Jones was here, they were given
out at the close of each of the meetings that were held.
01 hope would deepen the interest that had been aroused in the subject.C] It has been extremely
stormy here the last two weeks or so, with a great deal of rain.0 This has occasioned a large amount
of flooding and | heard a day or two since that about a thousand people had been killed in the
Wakayama District alone, but | hope it is not true.(0 In any case however the crops of rice etc through
the coutry have suffered severely and there will be a famine unless the weather changes very soon.
Rice has gone up considerably during the last few days.[] The weather is quite cool now and some
have had fires in the evening.

0 W.V.Wright and family have come back from Usui Toge where they have been spending the summer
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and are now busy setting into a house they have taken in Kojimachi.O They are quite well and liked
Usui Toge very much, they found it so nice and cool and such good water, they had good appetites all
the time they were there.[ They said that two or three came there from Nikko, forced to leave there
by the roasting heat.O | ought to have said above that | sent the Mr.LL. of W.Jones’s Lecture to the
Mail and hoped they would have published it, but | do not think they have done so yet if they do so |
hope to send thee a copy.

O Please tell Carrie that Mrs.Trea has come back from Irinoyu, the house she is building there is now
approaching completion,but they had to spend the summer in the hotel as they have usually done be-
fore, this was very disappointing to them.

0 W.Jones all the time he was here, was anxiously looking out for a letter from Willis, some Minute or
other | believe, but which never came.lJ He hoped to receive it in America.

O O Now farewell.

0O O O Very very dear love

0O O 0 O Thy ever loving brother

0O O O George Braithwaite
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50 Tsukiji TokyoO 0 O OO
9mo 8.188901 000

O My very dear Mother
O I now enclose translation of last month's report of the work at Mito, | think there is cause for en-
couragement. | hope to go up there for a day or two some time this month and take my magic lantern
and give some shows.
O 1 was also hoping to go up Fuji San but it has come on so stormy that | am almost afraid | shall have
to give it up.
O One day while W.Jones was here we all went together to Enoshima to see the cave there and then
after having had dinner we wished to take a boat to Kamakura, see the Dai Butsu and other objects of
interest there and get back to here in the evening.O | do not think we should have had any difficulty
at all, only the day we had chosen chanced to be one of the days of the Bon Festival.
O The Firstday of the Bon Festival one boat puts to sea early in the morning with another boat made
of straw fastened behind it.00 When the boat has got some distance out it turns round and setting fire
to the straw boat tour it back blazing to the shore. The spirits of the dead, being it is said extremely
fond of fire are supposed to come to the shore on the blazing boat and to bring good fortune to the
place that they visit.C While the boat has been out carpets have been laid on the beach for the spirits
to walk or sit on and houses have been erected for them to lodge in during their visit.OJ For three days
no boats will put to sea as the people believe that if they do they will certainly be wrecked by those
spirits who had not landed before.[J During these three days the people give themselves up to holiday
making and to entertaining their spiritual visitants in every way they can devise.[J On the evening of
the third day as the time draws near when the spirits are obliged to return to their native abodes all
the villagers came out and in order to aid the spirits in their departure and give them a comfortable
journey they light an immense bonfire on the beach, in the flames of which the spirits take their leave.
O Of course the celebration varies in each place according to the means of the people but it is cele-
brated at all the places where there are boats through out the country and in some with considerable
magnificence | am told.
0 The people at Enoshima are extremely superstitious e.g.0J | am told they celebrate three separate
New Years, one about the 1st of Jan, one the 1st of Jan according to the old calendar and one what
they call the Christian New Year, at Christmas, similarly with all the other festivals.
O Well we went down to the beach at Enoshima and said we wished to go to Kamakura by boat but

were informed that that was impossible as it was the festival but that there would be no difficulty
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about our taking jinrikishas.O As however the day was very hot and the road was very sandy and
rough with no shade at all we adhered to our resolve to go by boat.[0 After talking for about half an
hour and seeing we were firm, one of the men said he would risk it and go for Yen 1.50. He accord-
ingly went away to secure a boat and get some one to help him row it.C0 In about half an hour he came
back saying that no one would allow their boat to go out and he could get no one to go with him so
though he was extremely sorry he could not go.00 We therefore walked away towards some other
boats that were about three quarters of a mile further along the beach. After we had walked some dis-
tance the man came running after us saying that he had at last overcome every difficulty and asking
us to go back.O Our patience was well nigh exhausted by this time, but we decided to go back and af-
ter some were delay a boat was selected and pushed off and we were carried into it on the backs of
the men.O Then arose a long discussion as to which of the men should go which took | suppose about
another half hour when we terminated it by taking the oar and commencing to push off.C0 We finally
got started but had not gone very far before one of the men ran across the boat to take the place of
one who was rowing and so almost upset the boat.[J However only the oar fell out though others some
of us only saved ourselves by clinging to the boat.(J We recovered the oar and went on, in a little while
as they were rowing somewhat violently the pivot on which the oar works suddenly broke short off
and they exclaimed that these calamities were entirely due to their having offended the spirits by go-
ing to sea on such a day and that the spirits must not clame them but the obstinate foreigners who
had forced them to go.0 They managed to mend the pivot somehow and we finally reached Kamakura
safely though we were again twice in danger of upsetting through the men’s carelessness, but as we
were all forewarned by the previous mishap we clung tightly to our seats, | think W.Jones and his wife
quite enjoyed it.00 | have written to Carrie and Rachel this mail so will not add more.

0O O O Very very dear love

00001 remain

0000 0O Thy ever affectionate son

0 000 0O O George Braithwaite
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