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Social Pathology in the United States

Kumiko MARUYAMA

O As we approach the latter half of the twentieth century, many social problems have arisen on a sale
that affects our world, especially in American society.[J There is vague anxiety everywhere in modern
life, especially in family relationships.OJ Presented here are results obtained from a survey of Ameri-
can university students on actual conditions in the days of 1983, considered in the light of extreme in-
dividualism, the base is for the American spirits and ethos.[] Problems considered include changes in
family structure such as the fact that the traditional nuclear family of husband, wife and children is no
longer considered to be the basic family structure in the U.S., due to new types of family structure,

and such as gay couple families which include adapted children and children are reduced through arti-
ficial insemination, which are new beginning to be accepted, and so on.

O This study highlights aspects that have a bearing on social life in the twenty-first century which are

discussed from the viewpoints of clinical social psychology.
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What would you do if the world fell into chaos, causing a majority of people

MO OO FOOO
to lose hope and ambition for the future 20 0 0 0000000000

0 O Seek your own pleasure, not worrying about reality.(0 0 0 0 0O O

mo mo
O O Attempt to reform and improve the world.0 0 00 00O o0 oo
0 O Pray to God and ask for deliverance from the Chaos in the world.
omooooo — o
0 0 Do nothing in the state of Apathy and let fate take its course. o0 om0

omooooooon

oo

How do you think the family structure will change in the future ?

ooooooooon Mo oo FOOO

O O The structure of the traditional nuclear family will continue to disinte-

gratelJ thus causing new types of families to develop.0 0 0O OO0 0O o o
O O Family relationships will return to the traditional nuclear structure. o0 o0
OMo0ooooooooooo
0 O As people continue to be confused the family itself will cease to exist as o0 o

asocialunitd 0O O0O0OOOO0O
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Indicate whether you agree or disagree with each statement of family rela-

MO OO FOOO
tionships.0 OO0 O0O0O0O0000000OO0

[ [1J Since relationships between the sexes has been become less inhibited,

Mo Mo
social pressure to marry has decreased. 00000000

[ [1J People have become less religious-oriented and more self-centered.

gooooood o o

[ [1J Having children is no longer the motivation to marry, instead couples
consider living together has manifestation of love. o Mo
oooooooooooo

[ [1J The rise of women,s awakening has undermined traditional family

roles00000000O — —

0 [1J Liberal divorce laws contributed to the disintegration of family rela- o0 o0
tionships.0 0 000000

[ [1J Feelings of trust between husband and wife have decreased greatly in o0 o0
recentyearsJ 0000000

0 [1J People believe they need to be doing something new all the times in o0 o0

ordertobe happy.0 0O OO OOO0OOOO

0 [1J The traditional nuclear family of husband , wife and children is no
longer considered the basic family, new types of family structure are o Mo
beginning to be accepted. 0 000000 OO

[0 [1J As the result of the important of individualism (the attitude of [Me]
first), compatibility among family members has decreased. o Mo
oooooooooooooog

[1J1J Parents and children have become increasingly alienated, thus reduc-
ing parental confidence in educating their child. o Mo
00o0o00o0oooooooooooon
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