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What is the Cost of the Scholarship Project Policy?

Takeo SHIBATA

Abstract

This paper questions the calculation of the cost of the policy of the Scholarship Project run
by the Ministry of Finance Bureau of the Ministry of Finance in its support of the Japan Student
Services Organization through national taxes and subsidies. While the scale of the operation of
the Scholarship Project of the Japan Student Services Organization is expanding, the amount of
national taxes used to support the Scholarship Project continues to decline, even though the
money is used to support honor students through the Fiscal Investment and Loan Program
(FILP). However, a profit is made by the Scholarship Project, and the source of this profit is in-
terest from scholarships and a fine for late payment of any fees involved. The purpose of the Ja-
pan Student Services Organization is “to develop a school environment in which subjects can be
learned with confidence”, but if the severity of the demand for repayment of the scholarships
serves only to reduce the cost of running the Scholarship Project, the merit and validity of the

Scholarship Project need to be questioned.

Key words: the policy cost, Ministry of Finance Bureau of Finance, Fiscal Investment and Loan
Program (FILP), the Scholarship Project, Japan Student Services Organization



