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Hygiene and Infectious Diseases from Recent Topics:
Neglected Tropical Diseases, Disaster-Related Pneumonia, Influence of Intestinal

Flora on Health, and “Hygiene Hypotheses”

Iwao NAKAMURA, Toshie OHE

Abstract

Outbreaks of new infectious diseases are being reported one after another. Once it was
thought that infectious diseases would be eradicated in the near future. However, just then new
infectious diseases such as AIDS appeared. Furthermore, some infectious diseases that had pre-
viously been under control started spreading again. Cases of disaster-related pneumonia were
reported. The influence of intestinal floral bacteria on health are currently being studied in

many fields, and “hygiene hypotheses” related to allergies are being proposed and tested.

Key words: hygiene, infectious diseases, disaster, intestinal flora, hygiene hypotheses
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