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Weber and Dowden on Puritanism

Junichi UMETSU
O This paper aims to clarify what Max Weber learned from Dowden’s Puritan and Anglican in writ-
ing The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Through Dowden, Weber came to know the
Puritan literature of Baxter, Bunyan and others, and discovered the Puritan faith and feeling of
Pilgrim’s Progress. Weber realized the impact of the doctrine of predestination on the solitary hu-
man soul. Dowden’s comparison of the Pilgrim and Robinson Crusoe suggested to Weber the transfor-

mation of the Puritan Character to Economical Man.
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