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Present Situation of Cities of Stable Population Change
— Case Studies of Three Cities in Aomori Prefecture —

Nobuhisa TAIRA
O The populations of Aomori, Hirosaki, and Hachinohe cities in Aomori Prefecture have changed rela-
tively in a stable manner over the last 20 years. They have changed similarly. However, if the urban
cycle hypothesis is applied, urban development stages of the metropolitan areas changed drastically
from urbanization to re-urbanization or from re-urbanization to urbanization. Although the three cit-
ies have made lots of efforts to maintain their population sizes with increase in enrollment of univer-
sities, encouragement of creation of new jobs, promotion of in-coming migration, support of child-
raising, and enhancement of attractiveness, effects are limited. Since these cities have already
started to decrease in population, countermeasures to cope with problems derived from population

decrease should be quickly considered and implemented.
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