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Augustus Welby Northmore Pugin and the Oxford Movement

Ariyuki KONDO

0 The Gothic Revivalism of Augustus Welby Northmore Pugin (1812-52), a giant of nineteenth-cen-
tury English Gothic Revivalism and an Anglican converted to Catholicism, was a profound architec-
tural development propelled by Pugin’s passion for reviving the Catholic church and pre-Reformation
ecclesiastical art. This development naturally lent itself to empathy for and support of the Oxford
movement, which aimed to strengthen the Catholic tradition within the nineteenth-century Church of
England. This paper examines the relation of Pugin to the Oxford movement, both in agreement and
in conflict. Particular focus is placed upon the writings of Pugin and John Henry Newman, which viv-
idly reveal their views of each other: e.g., Pugin’s letter to John Rouse Bloxam and John Henry
Newman’s commentaries on Pugin’'s views of Gothic architecture, written both before and after

Newman’s conversion to Catholicism in 1845.
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