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The Suffix -Able in The Wycliffite Bible

Masayoshi TERADA

O This study seeks to research the development of derivatives with the suffix ‘-able’ in Middle

English. For this study, the data is chiefly collected from the Wycliffite Bible (WB). The text we use

is Forshall, J. and Madden,F.(eds.), The Holy Bible Containing The Old and New Testaments, with

the Apocryphal Books, In the Earliest English Versions made from the Latin Vulgate by John Wyc-
liffe and his Followers, Oxford University Press, 1850 (reprinted in 1982). In order to compare the
development of derivatives with the suffix ‘-able’ with that of contemporary writings, derivatives with
the suffix ‘-able’ from the works of Geoffrey Chaucer (CH), are frequently extracted from the text ed-

ited by L.D. Benson, The Riverside Chaucer, Third Edition, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1987.

O The suffix ‘-able’ was probably introduced into English from Latin or Old French in the 13th cen-

tury independently of the introduction of the adjective ‘able’. Naturally, the number of derivatives

with the suffix ‘-able’ must have multiplied after the introduction of the adjective ‘able’, a little after
the introduction of the suffix ‘-able’ in the early 14th century.

O As a result of the current study, several unique characteristics of derivatives with ‘-able’ are identi-

fied in WB. Some of the characteristics are as follows.

(i) Out of 101 words with ‘-able’ in WB, 66 words, 65.35%, are presumed to be the first appearance
of these words in English. Out of 34 words with *-able’ in CH, 21 words, 61.76%, are presumed to
be the first appearance of these words in English. Interestingly, the ratio is almost the same.

(if) The use of affixes seems to reflect Wycliffe's firm belief that the Vulgate should be translated into

English using the vulgar language.

Key words:[J -Able, Affixes, Wycliffe, Chaucer, Middle English

gooboOoooooooooooooo 000000Od0omomo



Ooo00O00000oo0o0O000-able0O0O0O

oo oon

0000 -able0 0000000000 DODOOO0OOODODOOOOODODOOOODODODOOOO
0000000000000 0DO0000000D000O000000D0000 OldFrenchOd0O0O
000000000000 0DO0DO000000 abled00D0OOO0OOO0OO0OOODOODOODODOO
0000000D-able0000000D0OODO0OOOale0d000O0O0O0O00OO0ODOOOODOODO0O
0000000000000 abled 00000000000 O0O-abled0000O00O0DOOOO0O
0000000000000 0ODdchangeabled dTTTI1] perdurablyd dTTTIT] impossible dT1T101
oo0obo0ooooobOoooDoooboooDboobOoobDboooboooDboobOooobOoo
oo0obo0ooooobOoooDoooboooDboobOoobDboooboooDboobOooobOoo
0000000000000 0DO0000DOO0D-able000000000DOO0ODOODOODOODOO
00000000000 oooDbooboooDboobooooDbooboOon
0o0o0oooboooooooooooooooooooooooboooooooooooogo
OMEMOOOOOOOOODOODODODO0OO0OO0ODOODODO0O0DO00O000O00OGable0OO
00000000 aeble000D0O0OD0O0OD0OO0OD0ODODOOOOODOOOODOODOODOOOODOOD
oooooooMmoooooooobooMEDOODODDDODOOODDODDODOOOODDODOOOODDOOOO
0000000000000 0D0O00000000Gable0 0000000 OOODOODOO
000000 O John Wycliffe 1330?-840 0 O O O O O O Geoffrey Chaucer 1340?-14000 0 0 O 0O O
0000000000000 0DO00000000D-abled0000O0OD0OD0ODOOOODODOO
0000000000000 oooooooooogofollowersI0DO0000O0ODOODOOOODOO
0o0bo0ooooobooooooobo0bDboobOoobDoooboobDbooboOoobOoo
goooooo

0000000000000 000000D00OD0DODOO000O0OForshall,J. and Madden,F.(eds.),
The Holy Bible Containing The Old and New Testaments, with the Apocryphal Books, In the Ear-
liest English Versions made from the Latin Vulgate by John Wycliffe and his Followers (WB), Ox-
ford University Press, 1850 (reprinted in 1982)|ZIDD“)DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDBenson,
L.D. (ed.) The Riverside Chaucer, Third Edition (CH), Houghton Mifflin Company, 1987D[|D(2>[|
000000000000 PEDOOOODOODODODOThe Oxford English Dictionary (OED),
Middle English Dictionary (MED) D0 00D 0O0OO0OOOMKDEED OO OOOODOODOODOO
0000000000000 00D0O00OPEDODOD-able000D00OO0ODOOOOODODOOO
0000000000000 DO0000000Babled 0000000 0OOOODOODOOODOO
0000000000 0OPEOODOO-able0d00OD0O0O0O0OOO-abled000O0ODOOOODOO



ooooooooomooooo

gboooooooboobobobobooogo
ooobodb-able OO

O000-able0000000D0O0OD00OD0ODODODOOOOOOODOODOODODOOOOOOO
000 O Aronoft ] TT O[T T M BauerJ [T T Chapind T[T TH M Marchand 0T M 0 OO0
0 00000 Quirk et al. D01 DM WilliamsOOI DO OO OO0 O0OOOOPEODOODO-able0 OO O
DI]-ibIeDIZIDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDWD

(1)D0000000000000000000000000O0000O0O000000
(20000000000000000000000000000O00governabled =be
governed[TJ drinkable[d =be drunk[

(300000000000 000000000O0000000000D0000mO0n
changeable, perishable0 0 0 00 0000000000000 OOOOOOOOODOO
0000000000 00O-abled 000 OO0 0O O reliable,dependable, dispensable117 0 [
0000000000 O-abled0000 000 Ocome-at-abled 0 0 00O 0O O 7 getatable
0000000000000 000-able0 0000 0O accountable ford 00 00O

00000 liveablewithDO OO OO O0OOMI
(4000000000000 00MO 00 actionable, copyrightabled D0 00000000
(5)0 D00-able00000000000-ty0 0000000000000 O-ness0O00O

0000000000000 0D0-able0 0000000000 -ity0D0OO0OGRessdOO

O00000Aronof 01T, pdO00000O-able0000Oness0000000O0OO0O

0O O O O marriageability, dutiability 0 0 0 00000000000 O0O0ODOOO0ODOO
(6)J00000000000000abled 0000000000 O0O0DOOOO

0 O unflappable — flappable, impossibled dTT111 Cursor MundiCl — possible[] 71111110
(7O00D0-able0 0000000000000 O00O0O0O0O0OO0OOOOOOODOOOOO

0000000 compare:comparable, rémedy:remédiable, prefér:préferableDDWD

®ooooo only,Iast,nextl]DDDEJDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDWD

00O 00O 0O O the best possible use the best use possible
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abitable

acceptable
beleeuable
chaungable-while
chaungeablete
chauntable
contemptible
corruptible
couenable
couenably, couenabli
couenableness
customable
customableness
defensable

delitable

desirable
despeirable
dispisable
enemyable, enmyable
execrable
impossible, inpossible
incomprehensible
insolible

irrevocable
merciable, mercyable
mesurable
mesurably
noumbrable
ouertrowable
passible

peersable

inhabitable

acceptable

credible

mutually

changeability, changeableness
worthy to be recorded in song
contemptible

corruptible

suitable

suitably

suitableness

customary

custom

capable of defence
delightful

desirable

desperate

worthy to be despised
hostile

execrable

incapable
incomprehensible
insoluble, indissoluble
irrevocable

merciful

measurable, limited, moderate
measurably, moderately
capable of being numbered
capable of being suspected
able to suffer

able to pierce
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persuable
pesible

pesibli, pesebli,
peesibli, pesibleli
pesibilte, pesybilte
possible

preyable
preysable
profitable
profitablere
profitabli
prouable
reprehensible
repreuable
sillable

soietable

stable

stabilly, stabli
suffrable
toucheable
tretable
unchastisable,
unchaastisable
unable
uncomunycable
uncomprehensible
uncorrigible
uncorruptible
uncouenable, uncouuenable

uncouenabli, uncouenably
uncoupable, unculpable
uncredible

uncurable

undepartable, unpartable
understandable
undistriable

uneymable

unenarrable, unnarrable
unexpugnable

unfilable, unfillable
unhabitable, unabitable
unheleable

unleeuable

unmerciable
unmesurable
unmesurably

persuasible
peaceable, peaceful,
appeasable
peaceably

peaceableness, calm, peace
that be done

capable of being entreated
praisable, worthy of praise
profitable

more profitable

profitably

approved, able to be proved
reprehensible

reprovable

ready to be sold

capable of being subjected
steadfast

steadfastly

sufferable

capable of being touched
able to be touched
unchastisable, incorrigible

unable

incommunicable
incomprehensible
incorrigible
uncorruptible
inconsistent, unfitting,
inopportune
inconsistently, inopportunely
blameless

incredible

incurable

unpartible, indivisible
capable of understanding
indestructible

incapable of reckoning
that may not be told
impregnable

insatiable

not habitable

incurable

unbelieving

unmerciful
unmeasurable, immoderate
immoderately
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unmouable, unmeuable,
unmoevable
unmouablenesse
unnoble
unnoblei,unnobley
unnoumbrable, vnnoumbreable
unouerpassable
unouertrowable
unpesible ,

unpliable

unportable

unpossible

unpreiable

unprofitable
unresonable

unsaciable

unscapable
unserchable
unsuffrable, unsuffreable
untellable

untolerable
untrowable, untrouable
unenkusable

unuisible, unuysible
unwelewable

vengeable

wariable

0 abhomynable
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agreeable
agreeably
amiable
credible
dampnable
dampnably,

0 dampnablely
[ deceyvable,
[ desceyvable,
[ dissevable

O

digestible

[ discordable
[ durable
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durabilite
excusable
fusible
immoevablete
mutable
mutabilite

immovable, stable

immovableness

ignoble

ignobleness

innumerable

insurpassable, insuperable
not capable of being suspected
unquiet, restless

unbending

insupportable

impossible

incapable of being entreated
unprofitable

unreasonable, irrational
insatiable

inevitable

unsearchable

intolerable

ineffable, that may not be told
insufferable

not expected, incredible
impregnable

invisible

that may not fade

able to take vengeance
execrable, reprochable
disgusting, detestable
agreeable

agreeably

amiable

credible

damnable, worthy of damnation
damnably

deceitful,deceptive

digestible

opposing, antagonistic
durable

durability

excusable

fusible

immovability

mutable

mutability
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o O palpable palpable
o O perdurable perdurable, eternal
o O perdurably, eternally
O perdurabely
o O possibli possibly
o O possibility possibility
1 O semblable similar
o O stability stability
[N O uncharitably uncharitably
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O VUL OO The New English BibleO NEBO O 0O OO

0 O (1)3d O O Be thei maad unmouable as a stoon, to the tyme, Lord, that thi puple passe;

0 000 0O O fiant inmobiles quasi lapis donec pertranseat populus tuus Domine

00000 0...they stayed stone-still, while thy people passed, O Lord, (Ex.15:16)

00O (2)0 00 ...for euery word schal not be inpossible anemptis God.

0000 DO ...quia non erit inpossibile apud Deum omne verbum

000000 ..for God's promises can never fail. (Luke 1:37)

0 O (3)d O O Al the highnesse, or depnesse, of the richesse of wysdom and kunnynge of God; hou in-
comprehensyble be his domes, and his wey is unserchable.

00000 0o altitudo divitiarum sapientiae et scientiae Dei quam inconprhensibilia sunt iudicia
eius et investigabiles viae eius

00000 OO depth of wealth, wisdom, and knowledge in God! How unsearchable his judgements,
how untraceable his ways! (Rome 11:33)

00 (4)30 O O ...that thei take a coruptible crowne, we forsothe uncorupt.

00000 detilli quidem ut corruptibilem coronam accipiant nos autem incorruptam

00000 OThey do it to win a fading wreath; we, a wreath that never fades. (O Cor. 9:25)

00O (5)0 O O Lo! now a tyme acceptable, lo! now a day of heelthe.

0000 0O O ecce nunc tempus acceptabile ecce nunc dies salutis

00000 O The hour of favour has now come; now, | say, has the day of deliverance dawned. ( O

Cor. 6:2)
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