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Student Volunteers’ Learning and Roles in the Disaster
Reconstruction Period :
Practical Support for Reconstruction

Torao KAWATA

Abstract

In this research, we examined student volunteers’ roles and learning by focusing on their
practical support during the disaster reconstruction period. Results showed that they recog-
nized °‘life (living) itself” and deepened their “understanding of what the volunteer is.” Clearly,
their recognition of the “knowledge and skills of reconstruction” was enriched by understanding
the uniqueness of history and culture etc., of the town in which they volunteered. Furthermore,
students in the leader group became aware of leadership through their practical work. In gen-
eral, volunteer support during the construction period required cooperative interaction between
the self-reliance of victims and volunteer supporters. Notably, however, student volunteers may

reduce victims’ psychological burden thanks to their characteristics.

Key words: volunteer, student, civil activity, reconstruction support
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