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Teaching Phonics in Authentic Contexts:
An approach to the acquisition and development of basic literacy
in English at the elementary school stage

Hitomi HIGASHI

O The Practical Handbook for Elementary School English Activities published by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology states that English activities at pubic elementary
schools should focus on spoken English and that, during the elementary school stage, it is important
to separate spoken and written English, with instruction focussing only on spoken English.

O However, in actual teaching situations, fifth and sixth grade students are curious to learn how to
read English. In recent studies, many researchers assert that we should not be too hesitant to teach
the alphabet or phonics to elementary school students.

O This paper intends to give some ideas as to how to introduce the sounds of English to Japanese ele-

mentary school students.

Key words:[ English Activities at Elementary School, Phonics, Whole Language
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In a d-a-a-a-r-k, dark wood, (echo)
There was a d-a-a-a-r-k, dark house ...
And in that d-a-a-a-r-k, dark house ...
There was a d-a-a-a-r-k, dark room ...
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There was a d-a-a-a-r-k, dark shelf ...
And in that d-a-a-a-r-k, dark shelf ...
There was a d-a-a-a-r-k, dark box ...
And in that d-a-a-a-r-k, dark box ...
There was a GHOST!
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Warmup |74+ = 7 A -TA 77| TN 77Xy bI—F2RELRNRET LT 7|CD
(643) |y b ILEEH, Ry bOFEEHEBT S, LT TN
FOMBEET S, NV ORFOMIESED, VE =
AR L 2T |2XFEEOHBRI— FERES, AHB—F
WSO KEEOKE % 7| oo book, foot, cook Bl —
3, ©0: TO0M, MOON, SPoOon F
00, CO, OuU, OW ou: house, mouse, blouse,
ow: cow, town, owl
aE PTHhAFOL— N EBIEBELFRATHR L IZ2ET 5, HEHL—F
(5%) BLTHEZETS, ar: car, arm, park ir: girl, bird, skirt
ar, ir, or or: horse, fork, corn
v w w-or= ir; word, work, worm
ERD (AN —TEHPNT| BRI —F, "o E %25, eh—F
(105 (ANFROET B, BH—FE—HTHORED, I—FHEBRIhE | BEEI—F
AR —FE#RT, Higb|o, HEZEST L TEATRAZIED, N fr
n i
ERO® (6 AZN—TT, FRIZ|F—LDOIEFEHZX S, eHr—F
(123 |Fyv7%BL, 7l 2.\ or fork, horse, corm D & H {Zfpflo B —|F v 7
One-Two-|"One-two-three-GO"D & | FRAKE Ao bF v TERD, Fo7iX
Three-GO [ TAKD I BLWERWV | SHLIBRWOT, Fy BRI H
A—FEBOAET, (AT ERZ, - F2HETHEILEBT
S—AFE LYK S OBEE | "One-Two-Three-GO* - T dH b 72 W EF X
oOn—LEEBYT S, "Waitt" Lt E O AR REXE D,
EBM@® |V v—bRITI. |ARFEYLLEIELEFEEL—FTCHENIDD, (V-7
T—s s bbbk BN 1. a i o ODEREPBASTET 5, k
—F —7THR#ET S, 2. MoTVWHEREZRETHATHR D,
(8% card, start, shirt, first, World Cup, workbook
# LV & D |JTE: That's all for today.  Let's review the phonics alphabet. CD
{ 14) |S: Thank you, ~, see you. JTE: See you next time.
F&d [FFHA-FEELDHE, |RARNETPEET S, B oy
(245) —F
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