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What Students Learn from Experiencing Process Writing in the College Classroom

Yasuko OKADA
While Japanese learners of English have shown a decreased interest in learning English writing skills,
the teaching of communication skills to improve learners’ speaking and listening abilities in English
has become a greater concern among educators in Japan. This study explores the incorporation of
both teacher feedback and peer feedback in process-oriented foreign language writing instruction.
Participants were fifty first-year students at Seigakuin University. Data came from the post-question-
naires and subjects’ reflective papers. Results of this investigation revealed that the lack of learners’
confidence in English led to peer feedback that was not greatly beneficial to them and that peers had
difficulty correcting errors without being helped. In the paper, attention is given to methods to assist
the learner in becoming a successful writer and an effective reader, as well as methods to make the

writing activity more communicative.

Key words:[J process writing, English as a foreign language, teacher feedback, peer feedback, rewriting
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The purpose of content conferences is to work toward expressing the writer’ s intended
meaning. Editing conferences, on the other hand, take place near the end of the writing proc-

ess and are used to work on polishing a piece.
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