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An Essay on Christian Ethics in Contemporary Society Based on
Paul Tillich’s Christian Ethics

Hajime AIZAWA

The ethical problem of our age is very serious, and if there is any answer, it is not by the presenta-
tion of any “absolute” answer. Paul Tillich called the ideas of human rights, liberty, and equality “the
middle axiom.” But, according to Tillich, the final norm of Christian ethics must be love in the mean-
ing of “agape.” Agape embodies itself in concrete ethical norms, but all of them are both the embodi-
ment and distortion of agape. According to Collingwood, modern society tends to favor ready-made
rules, and this tendency robs us of real insight into the real problems of real situations. Tillich’s
thought gives us insight into the temporality of every concrete norm. On the other hand, according to
Niebuhr, we need insight into the presentation of the absolute in the non-absolute and temporal

norms such as the ideas of human rights, liberty, and equality.
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