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Consideration of the Definition of Child Psychological Abuse

Hiroko IKE

Research has established that psychological abuse has the longest-lasting and strongest negative ef-
fect on children of any type of child abuse. There are many researchers who believe that psychologi-
cal abuse is a core component of all types of child abuse. But psychological abuse has created so
many difficulties and so much confusion for researchers and practitioners, and these difficulties and
confusion have led to delays in protective intervention. It is pointed out that one of reasons for these
difficulties and confusion lies in the absence of a unified and precise definition.

This study reviews the wide range of definitions of psychological abuse and proposes an appropri-
ate direction for defining the term. (a) Psychological abuse should be defined solely by parental be-
haviour having potential for harm to a child not including observable child harm. (b) Psychological
abuse should be limited to nonphysical parental behaviour and nonphysical child outcomes. (c) Pa-
rental intent to harm the child is not necessary for the definition. (d) Psychological abuse should in-
clude not only repeated patterns of parental behaviour but also singular extreme incident. In
addition I propose the following five subtypes of psychological abuse: spurning, terrorizing, isolating,

encouraging inappropriate behavior, and denying emotional responsiveness.
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WTIE— RIS DHEYERSEH SN TB Y, HHWERPEH SN 2 LIRITEA LRV, $72,
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[RsAaME ] 21k, TEL0MND 2 VLN OBETH Y, TLEIPFET S
XAbE T 3EE LD 2T, EFREEZONLHMNOTEIZ T2 1L OREIIC, BIgET
EDERLEEND D 2 EHVAES N2 IT TR 5 %o (Binggeli et al. (2001) & ) 51H)
T AN D% OM S LEMERFO VI T EDICEEZRIFL TR L W) FFREERLTED
(Glaser, 2002; Griffith & Zigler, 2002), A4 1) AT, WA RN AITIIER L EDDH 5 &9 FER
#FEL LTWA (Moran et al., 2002) 0 F 72, HEHMAAILIL b o TWEEHIZ, LHENERFTH S
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ANETH B EH, BRIZELEINTVD &2, MADEREZHZTHEICOMIEMEDH 5 &
W) ZEERTFEDIUERD L) LETEOITEFMY B ENY, 2D &) i 2 HkF
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DB ERR I S RRERE O X 9 \[ZWIREZRIREF A% 2 DU T v, Rl X912, LHRERR,
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bHo b RAMMC IEDRRENT S (Binggeli et al,, 2001) 0 TR 2drb 5, EHAHH
NBRTIDEREIITON TV B E T 52 EATERITIL, LHNEROHNNIZ, T &b D
PIEWICRE S D T TRAEZTNER SRR, BREZMRNIC T2 L) #EE
RARBRIZHR 7203562813070 Lv, L7ado T, FESITHEPEN TV LI E ) L IZH
B, BOTHOATLHNEREZEHRT 513 MY THL L EZHN%, Navarre(1987) b
DAY ERFIEE T 2 RENHIUEINATEL L L, ZORRLE LT, ZhraE2175%FT
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DOD5EFITIE, American Humane Association (1981) 2% 1), [T &b DE#HMN T = v —A4 ¥ 7
WCERG 25, FEBDITHT A, MEBTENNZ, d, BEICT L% E0RERMITE] L&
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@05E#L, Iwaniec(1995) DL D HEH D %o
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SO A DEFITAHIZKIVT VDA, LHAMERFIIENNZERNCTELZEEP S W
(Binggeli et al., 2001) 75T b,

EFRTHBOBEIIER LTS DI Moran et al. (2002) TH ), FHOFEITCEMERD LD
PICBRD e LTWwbs, OHagan(1993) &, EFRFAOEM & 3R ZL COHMER»E ) 20
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