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Singing Hymns to Strengthen Spirituality (II)
Grammatical Rules to Change Classical Japanese to Modern Japanese:
“Verbals, Adjectivals and Nominals”

Michi NAITO
In order to sing hymns to strengthen spirituality, it is necessary to understand the meaning of each
word in a hymn written in classical Japanese. Classical words of hymns sung often at school worship
services are examined and “verbals”, “adjectivals”, and “nominals” are pointed out. Some classical
Japanese words have simple grammatical rules. Some have the same form as modern Japanese but
different meanings, usages, and so on. The rules to change classical Japanese into modern Japanese
are introduced. Unlike native speakers of Japanese, Japanese language learners have more ability to

master even classical Japanese by expanding grammatical rules of modern Japanese that they have al-

ready mastered.
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