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Intention to Continue Residing in Elderly
Residences with Life Support Service among
Elderly Residents: Relationship with
Interpersonal Interactions

Yasunori BABA

Abstract

The rapidly changing population structure of Japan is leading to challenges such as declining
birthrates and an aging population. One such challenge is with regard to where the elderly can
reside. As the number of elderly individuals living alone or in couples has been increasing, inter-
est has grown in developing elderly residences, with schemes even proposing replacements for
houses equipped with facilities and services for the elderly.

In the 1980s, the concept of silver housing was adopted, and the construction of housing with
life support service for the elderly was indicated, with private capital being introduced to the
sector in 2011. The study of residential changes among the elderly is necessary in addition to
the study of hardware and environmental aspects, such as housing equipment and location, as is
research focused on the life of residents.

It is important in everyday life to consider whether those who switch to elderly housing
would like to continue to live in their homes. Using a questionnaire survey of residents in public
elderly housing with life support service, we made an exploratory extraction of items related to
the intention to continue residing in the given housing. It was found that having friends within
the same housing has no significant relationship with the intention to continue residing but that
having partners for small talk within the same housing has a significant relationship with the in-

tention to continue residing.

Key words: elderly welfare, ADL, interpersonal connection, relocation, continue living

— 134 —



